*NOTE: This testimony was given at Catalina Island, during Fall Conference on November 4, 2005.

Title: What does it mean to be a follower of Christ?
* Introduce myself

~ how many of you is your First Time ever coming to fall conference with

us. (don't be shy)

Wow, that's soo awesome. I'm really glad that you all came out tonight…like really really glad, because God really has some amazing things in store for all of you guyz. I really hope that God will really speak to your heart within these next 3 days, and I just encourage all of you to let God reveal himself to you throughout Fall Conference.

So to start this, tonight I was asked to share about what it really means to be a follower of Christ, and what God really have done to me last year when I was here at Fall Conference. So to begin this, for those of you who didn't know yet, I was a transfer student from UC Riverside, I was a bio major during my first year, and most importantly, I entered UCR knowing nothing about Christ. I didn't know who God was, I didn't know what the bible was, and I didn't had any soul intention whatsoever in knowing who

Christ was. I really basically was born from a very non-religious family and have been an Atheist basically my whole life. My whole family basically always despised about the Christian faith and the faith of God.

~ My religious background (elaborate) blah blah blah.... end:

So yeah, with that in mind, most of you are now wondering how did I found and got to know Christ? Well, guess what? It was through InterVarstiy at UC Riverside!! YeAh, you guyz are awesome! So how did I found IV?

Well, let's just say that I found a really pretty sign posted up somewhere around campus. And when I meant like a 'very pretty sign', it really was like a very pretty pretty sign. It was all like decorative, and colorful, and it even had an interesting name to it. So yeah, I decided to check it out.

And while I was there, it was totally not what I expected. I mean, people were all like talking about who God was, discussing about the wonderful verses they've learn in the bible, and even talking and praying to God for His love and mercy. I just basically totally felt out of place.

What’s surprising was how I stayed alive after listening to such a long and boring testimony that night. I was all like soo bored to death that I wanted the meeting to end so badly and leave this horrendous place. But somehow, as soon as I was ready to leave, I just knew something was not right. I just questioned myself, "Man, I'm here. Maybe I should really check out what this whole God thing is really about."

So yeah, that was the time I met Asifa, who is actually a staff for InterVarsity

Christian Fellowship of UCR, and yeah, we talked about who Jesus was, and how man is separated from God.

And while I was listening to Asifa talk, I somehow felt like God was really calling me out, that somehow I felt God's presence….where He wanted me to be healed, to be transformed, to be His follower, to be His leader, to be His guidance, and most importantly, to be in part of His Holy kingdom. I mean, after just hearing to what Asifa said, I just somehow felt like the Holy Spirit was dwelling into my body, that something big was there waiting for me to grab it and to touch it. It was like an indescribable feeling controlled by God and only God.

So yeah, from there, that was where I decided to attend Fall conference, and to see what

God really had in store for me. And while I was there, I felt totally out of place during my first day......I mean, wouldn't you feel out of place if you had to enter a Christian camp where you know nothing about Christ? I mean, while I was there, everyone whom I know was all like soo excited to just grow deeper into God's Word, while I, on the other hand, was all like totally lost. I mean, I was all like confuse and lost, trying to figure out what am I doing here? What am I trying to get out of this place? And what my purpose is to be here? I was just soo totally lost.

I remember listening to a testimony last year at Fall Con, and I believe he, who I actually forgot his name, was talking about what does it take to have eternal life. And while I was listening to him, I just watched him, and everyone else around me who was all shouting "Amen," while I, on the other hand, (point) was all just sitting back there in the corner, wondering what everyone's all fussing about. I mean, I just wanted to know what everyone was all excited about.

So from there, I just started to talk to other people in our UCR fellowship, and asked a lot questions about who Jesus was. I remember this one time talking to Stephanie once during a camp fire, (point) which is right out there….a good place to meet other people, and I asked her "what does it really mean to be a follower of Christ?" I remember she telling me first 1) to be saved by God, 2) to have a relationship with God, and 3) to have eternal life

And man, when I just heard the word 'eternal life', I just questioned myself: will I have eternal life? Will I be spending the rest of my life in place called 'hell?' Or will I be spending the rest of my life in the arms of the Holy Father, as known as heaven?

It says in the bible in John 14:6 "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through Christ."

There's no other way to be closer to God if you don't put your trust and belief that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and is your Lord and savior.

And second, in John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son to die on the cross just to give us eternal life."

I mean, what this is implying is not only did Christ died for us, but God did this while we were all sinners. He didn't wait for us to "clean up our acts," or "get our life straightened out." He took the first step. It is up to us to take the next step, which is accepting this gift through faith in Jesus Christ.
(Pause)

I remember this one summer retreat last year, during “College Briefing” up at Forest Home, Francis Chan, who was the guest speaker, was discussing about what it takes for us to have grace. I remember the time where he really asked us on how can we receive grace through faith. He mentioned a verse in Ephesians 2:8, “By grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast." And after listening to that verse, I was all like “WOW!” I mean, what this is implying is that not only Grace saves us, but grace trains us, grace ushers people, like me back to God. I mean, I finally actually realize that receiving grace involves me turning back to God for self repentance through faith. Just to agree intellectually that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that He died on the cross for our sins is not enough for us. We receive Jesus Christ by faith, as an act will. Grace is an undeserved free gift, it is an undeserved love. Anyone can receive grace through your personal faith to God.
To just make a long story short, I really encourage all of you to really put your faith and grace into God, to really open your eyes to what Jesus Christ has to offer you, and to really love and trust Him more as we grow deeper into God’s Word this weekend.

I mean, God really does have some amazing things in store for all of you this weekend. God really has blessed me with my new life at UCI, my new brothers and sisters, and my new compassion and love for Jesus Christ. I mean, God really made me to be me, and I thank the Lord everyday where I can just live my life just bring glory to God.

So yeah, I just encourage all of you to really make an intimate relationship with God, whether you're new to the Christian faith, or you’re checking out God for the very first time, because God really do work miracles into people just like He has worked miracles into me. So to conclude this, I just challenge you all this next three days to really put your trust into Jesus, to really give it your all to what God has to offer you, and to really make a stronger and deeper relationship as we grow closer with our Lord and savior.

So yeaaahhhh, I thank you all once again for listening to me, and may grace be with this next three days………Thanks you!
