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The Matrix vs. Reality

Do you think that The Matrix is merely a science fiction scenario, or is it, rather, a philosophical exercise? In Keanu Reeves sci-fi movie, “The Matrix,” director Larry and Andy Wachowski produces an excellent film that combines both science fiction and philosophical questions about the nature of reality. The movie describes a young programmer named Neo, who come to discover that life on Earth may be nothing more than an elaborate facade created by a malevolent cyber-intelligence. His journey unfolds when he takes a pill from Morpheus, and discovers that his late-20th-century urban life is turning to a virtual reality simulation called The Matrix. Morpheus tries to convince Neo that The Matrix is indeed a reality beyond reality that controls everyone’s lives in a way that Neo can’t comprehend. Morpheus, who is the leader in The Matrix, joins Neo in the fight to free humanity that involves the usage of many large weapons, black leather trench coats and walking up the walls until one flips over. But how does ideal of philosophy come in to play in The Matrix?

One of the basic philosophical themes in The Matrix movie is ‘skepticism’ - specifically, philosophical skepticism that questions the nature of reality and whether we can ever actually know anything about it at all. This theme is played out in the conflict between the "real" world where humans are struggling to survive against the machines and the "simulated" world where humans are plugged into computers in order to serve the machines (Irwin). One of the highly philosophical questions debated in the film today is a metaphysics statement of what is real, and how do we define the word real? The movie itself raises a critical question of what if all of life is actually just a dream. Morpheus once told Neo in the movie that “If you're talking about what you can feel, what you can smell, what you can taste and see, then ‘real’ is simply electrical signals interpreted by your brain.” His statement reminds me of Descartes First Meditation, where our senses sometimes deceive us and anything we acquire in our senses is doubtable. According to Descartes, his theory clearly indicates how our senses may have been set up for us to lie, and how we, humans often do not realize that we are dreaming while having an “unreal” experience that we are mistakenly considering being as real (Ross). Descartes also anticipates that the world might be an illusion, perhaps created by a "malicious demon." He believes that our ordinary sensory evidence we rely on cannot always be trusted. But how can we really be sure that any of what we’re doing today is real?
The real world that Neo emerges in The Matrix is pretty terrifying and dreadful. He enters a whole new world that is full of ruined, lonely, gloomy landscape where rebels ride around in grungy ships eating bad food and robotic enemies. They are mostly hunted by agents, or computer programs that looks like Men in Black of which are capable of killing you in the Matrix that you die in reality as well. This raises an important question of whether or not it is possible that the “real world” which Neo awakes himself into is itself a virtual reality computer simulation. If the only reality Neo knows is entirely false, then the only criterion he has with which to judge the authenticity of the “real world” is therefore also false, since it's based on false evidence (Miller). In other words, if we wake up and Morpheus tells us that the Matrix has been feeding us lies all our lives, then we really don't have any firm basis to conclude that Morpheus must be telling us the truth. Believing Morpheus takes away our own reasoning to believe in Morpheus himself: it's a self-refuting belief. The Matrix also leads us to wonder whether, even if the “real world” is the real world, the real world might not actually be so “real” after all. Morpheus teaches Neo that, once one is aware that the Matrix is a computer simulation, one can begin to manipulate it. If the Matrix is indeed a computer simulation, then one must begin to ask the question of what is life like beyond the world of computer simulation. And the world beyond that? That question tends to make philosophers wonder just how far the rabbit hole actually goes. Once we reject the truth of one utterly convincing reality, most of us are compelled to doubt and question the reality of any other world presented to us as being “real.” (Cline) Though there might be no end to how deep the rabbit hole actually goes, one can still grasp that The Matrix maybe trying to send us a key philosophical message that: no matter how deep we dig, we'll never reach an end of illusions, questions, and doubts in the world we live in today.

In closing, The Matrix is a highly philosophical film that outlines some of the most important and fundamental questions which humanity has to ask today; questions, such as, our desire to understand more about the world we live in, our desire to understand more about ourselves, and our desire to find more meaningful and satisfactory lives within our world today. The Matrix is a great movie that reveals whether or not our senses are reliable and the reasoning of why do we know what we know today. Although many of us may think that The Matrix is indeed the “real” perception of what is reality, many of us need to understand that The Matrix is really just vivid illustration of Descartes additional mind blowing claim that we will never be able to get into direct contact with what is real in our society today.
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