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From Father to Son: 
Role Models and Encouragement on Manhood, Life, and Love
How does a father relate to a son or a daughter? Robert K. Merton, a distinguished sociologist who introduced the concept of role model, defines the terminology as “any individual who serves as a great example of positive behavior” (Merton, 23). In the book, “Role Models and Readers,” Martin Croghan, once a director of Northwestern University Department of Education, illustrates how our moral universe we live in today is derived into two components: 1) moral values; and 2), role models. He outlines how moral values are manifested to be our own personal standards or principles of worth. They are normally seen as something which we define as good, worthwhile, or desirable. Role models, on the other hand, are the sum of all patterns of behavior presented. The author defines role models as “the universe of all the ideas, attitudes, beliefs, and values present in the total behavior of the beliefs and values present in the total behavior of the human being” (Croghan, 2). They are generally the patterns of thinking and ideas presented through society while moral values are the “subsection of role models which have been extracted in a socio-cultural context” (Croghan, 4). The concept between moral values and role models is similar to the movie, “October Sky,” where Homer Hickman, who starred as Jake Gyllenhaal, and father John Hickam depicts how they both showed dedication and compassion with their occupation. On one side, the father is devoted in making his company a successful mining business while on the other hand the son is committed in flying rockets to the sky in order to receive a scholarship to attend college after high school. Both of them, in other words, demonstrate how they share similar role models and moral values; that they are both fully dedicated and 
committed with what they want to achieve and accomplish in life. Needless to say, Homer’s role model portrayed throughout the movie illustrate the cause and effect of how a parent can be a role model for a child while a child can be role model for a parent, ultimately suggesting that parental involvement in education increase an individual moral values and role models amongst schools and teachers in relations to the success of student’s academic achievement and community involvement.
So the question arises: who is Homer’s role models and how did it impacted the role of his life? During the Colonial Period and throughout the nineteenth century in America, emphasis in the schools is strongly placed on the child’s moral development. At that time, the schools are not only regarded as playing a major role in shaping and developing a student moral value but also held a major responsibility for this development. In particular, the role of a father held major importance of a child development. In the book, “Fathers and Sons,” Lewis Yablonsky, a professor in sociology and criminology at California State University of Northridge, highlights how fathers are more likely than mothers to be the primary transmitters of the basic rules of the society on how their sons would live out their lives. He states, “Boys tend to be heavily involved emotionally with their fathers as role models, even though they may spend more time with their mothers, sisters and peers” (Yablonsky, 13). The author believes that boys look to their fathers for cues as to how to act out their masculinity roles, and specifically, later on, their roles as fathers. An example of how this concept correlates is in the movie October Sky when John Hickman became severely injured during his day job as a miner. Homer became devastated about this lost; so he decided to drop out of school and work as a miner until his father fully recovers. This is an example 
of a role model because Homer wanted to do something good for his father. It is also an example of an individual moral value because he wanted to do something desirable or worthwhile to giveback to his loving and hurting father. Homer looked up to his father as a way of how parents acted during that me, and how his action and role of becoming like him is enormously affected by his father alone. 

American author Mark Twain, also known as the father of American literature, once said a parody that, “When I was a teenager, I thought my father was ignorant. When I was twenty, I was amazed at what the old man had learned in a few years” (Johnson, 23). In the book, “Better Dads, Stronger Sons,” Rick Johnson, a veteran of the United States Navy interested to inspire and equip men to be more engaged in the lives of their children, believes that many fathers would closely identify with their sons and they would watch and react to their fathers. He states, “Fathers who relate to the physical and emotional needs of their young sons on a daily basis tend automatically to merge with the sons egos and feel with them on a deep emotional level” (Johnson, 90). The author feels that it is highly important for fathers and sons to have a life long loving relationship with each other because of the positive influence this will have on the son personality and adolescent years in education. Near the end of the movie, Homer became deeply sadden when his father couldn’t make it to his final debut of launching rocket in to the sky. He wanted his father to launch the final rocket because of the positive influence his father has in Homer’s life. Although his dad never supported Homer’s idea to launch rockets in to the sky, it is his father role model and moral values that encouraged him to dedicate his 
rocket to their mom and dad. Without the role model that his father possessed, Homer’s impact on the idea of rockets wouldn’t have gone as far as it would if it isn’t from the 
help from their parents. Needless to say, the father and the son both share similar ideas that they are fully dedicated with their jobs, and that they share similar role model of not giving up until the very end.


All of this goes to show that father on his job and the son at home or at school are two separate categories. Men like John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King had profound and positive influences on our society because they were enormously affected by their fathers. The notion of involving parents in to a son’s education and lives does increase an individual moral values and role models amongst the schools and the community like Homer Hickman. This movie reminded me of Brad Hughes lecture on the idea of constructivism, where he defines it as “the process of inquiry through the constructivist approach that encourages children to generate their own personal meaning from experiences” (Hughes). Hughes, a lecturer at the University of California, Irvine Department of Education, believes that in addition to the teacher’s role with children, it is also the parents role to help children generate connections between what they are supposed to learn and what they already know or believe. He highlights that constructivist inquiry helps students develop their own science fair experiment, children are actively engaged, team work and collaboration is promoted, and real world skills are brought within children lives (Hughes). Needless to say, a constructivist inquiry can encourage parents and teachers to better equip students with what they need to learn in class as a whole. This essay reminded me of Le Masters 1971 famous quote when he states that “The man is no longer king is his castle; there has been a palace revolution and the father has emerged as the court jester” (Merton, 56).
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