RESOURCES FOR INTERNATIONAL TEACHING AND EMPLOYMENT
Internet Sites

http://www.eslcafe.com = This is the most popular site for TESL/TEFL with a broad range of resources for lesson ideas, teacher forums, student activities and, perhaps most importantly, employment opportunities.  Check out the International Job Forums and Teacher Forums under the link “Stuff for Teachers”.  There are discussion forums for specific countries, and to answer general questions and provide information for newcomers to international teaching.  These forums chronicle teachers’ experiences teaching all over the world and provide candid, “from the trenches” insight and advice about teaching and living in different countries.  Warnings to avoid potential scams and unsavory employment practices are also posted on this site.
http://www.overseasdigest.com = The Overseas Teachers’ Digest provides access to a free monthly newsletter with articles on matters of concern to Americans living/working abroad.  This site provides links to lesson planning sites, inexpensive booklets with advice for living/teaching abroad, and numerous valuable links for a variety of important ESL/EFL/TEFL sites.

http://www.themigroup.com = This is an important site for relocation information.  It provides extensive country information, and numerous significant links to help you to learn more about where you will be moving, cultural adjustment issues, and related ex-pat sites.  It also has a resource to help you determine the cost of living and to equate your current standard of living with what you will earn in another country.

http://www.ChinaTEFL.com = Click on the “Job Links” section for some really wonderful sites, many that are not found on other portals.

http://www.tefl.com = This is a fabulous site with a lot of great information giving job-seeking advice.  The job announcements are generally more descriptive than on some other sites, with links to the agencies/schools that are listing them.  Each job listing also has links to major current stories in the news in that country, weather reports for the city of the job, and a currency converter so that you can immediately know what the job pays in U.S. dollars.

http://www.goNOMAD.com = This interesting site has links to a number of different kinds of jobs, as well as teaching.  It also has an extensive list of volunteer organizations that are seeking teachers worldwide.  It provides some good, basic advice to individuals planning to teach EFL for the first time.  When going to the homepage, put in the words Teaching EFL in the search box and it will connect you to numerous articles regarding teaching EFL.
http://www.umich.edu/~icenter/ = This is a wonderful site provided by the University of Michigan, with comprehensive annotated lists of organizations offering opportunities (especially volunteer teaching opportunities), and associated links.  It also provides excellent general information about international teaching for someone new to the field.

http://www.teachersonthemove.com = This is an amazing opportunity for credentialed teachers.  It is a substitute teacher placement service for American, Australian and British International Schools all over the world.  Substitute assignments last on average from 4 weeks to 6 months.  All travel and accommodations provided.

http://www.eltnews.com/home.shtml = This site is a must-see for anyone considering teaching English in Japan.  It is a great resource for all matters associated with EFL in Japan.

http://www.globalesl.net = The listings on this site include places in the world not often advertised on other sites.  
http://www.englishclub.com = This site is an all-inclusive site, like Dave’s ESL Café, with resources for games, activities, materials, exams, and teaching ideas in all skill areas: listening, speaking, reading, writing, grammar, vocabulary.  In addition, it has helpful links to job opportunities in South Korea.

http://www.geocities.com/Tokyo/Flats/7947/lessgames.htm = This site lists links to INNUMERABLE sites for employment as well as English games, activities, lesson plans, and resources for teaching EFL.  Great!

http://www.onestopenglish.com = This site offers job opportunities, but is especially helpful in its teacher support – providing a regular advice/teaching tips column as well as links to lesson sharing, information on teaching Business English and ESP and ideas for teaching English to young learners.

http://www.tesolmax.com/topsites/index.php = This offers an extensive range of links to numerous sites including http://www.eslteachersboard.com presenting international teaching opportunities and job discussion forums.

http://www.peacecorps.gov = The Peace Corps is a stipend-paid volunteer organization with government benefits (medical/dental, round trip airfare, housing, vacation, student loan deferral and a sizeable ending bonus based on a two year commitment).  It is a philanthropic organization established to provide assistance in all fields to those in need around the world. U.S. Citizens only, no upper age limit.  No application deadline, but allow 9 months between application and placement.

http://www.eflweb.com = This site has multiple resources for EFL teachers as well as some job listings, but the most valuable feature may be the “Where to Teach – Travel Zone” section.  Selecting a country from an extensive pull-down menu, you can read about EFL teaching conditions, expected salaries and cost of living as well as important information about when and how to apply for work in any particular country.
www.ohayosensei.com = Ohayo Sensei is an on-line newsletter with contributions from schools and teachers all over Japan, listing opportunities and information about EFL teaching in Japan.  It is also a resource for placing job-wanted and tutoring service ads on-line.

http://exchanges.state.gov/ = Lists opportunities to teach English worldwide through the United States Information Agency.  Has important links to Binational centers (great employment opportunities in Latin America); and to English language teaching programs run directly by American embassies throughout the world, including the Middle East.

http://www.dodea.edu/ = This is the website for the Department of Defense presenting employment opportunities for American teachers to teach internationally.  Teaching in a DOD facility requires a valid U.S. public school teaching credential. K-12 opportunities available throughout the world.

http://www.tefl.net = Provides information about a variety of countries and specific school contacts for teaching EFL all over the world, including assignments in the UK.

http://www.worldwide.edu/ci/index.html = The Worldwide Classroom lists school contacts all over the world. Though not specifically for teaching EFL, you will have to contact the school generally and proceed with your inquiry as to potential job opportunities, it is a valuable resource list of international education facilities.
http://www.cie.uci.edu = This is an excellent UCI site listing numerous links to multiple sites for information about teaching English in all parts of the world.
http://www.madridteacher.com = This site has links to teaching opportunities in Spain including the American Language Academy that hires American teachers, but only hires in-country.
http://www.teachabroad.com = This is an organization that offers a variety of teaching/studying options at a cost to the participant.  Training programs for TEFL certification are offered in Europe and the Middle East and a program called the Tel Aviv Teach and Study Program combines living/teaching in Israel with studies for completion of a Masters Degree.
http://www.summerjobs.com/do/where = This site provides generally short-term (though some long-term) employment opportunities all over the world.  However, it is not exclusively intended to provide EFL teaching opportunities and you have to search each country to find teaching gigs.

http://www.uni.edu/placemnt/overseas = This is the University of North Iowa Overseas Placement Service for Educators.  You do not have to be a graduate of UNI to participate.  This website has MANY relevant links to international EFL teaching opportunities.

Professional Recruiters/International Organizations/Schools
Overseas Service Corps of the YMCA

(800) USA-YMCA - Ask for the OSCY Program Administrator

http://www.ymca.net
Click on “international YMCAs” for opportunities to work for the YMCA teaching EFL in Japan, China and Taiwan.
AEON Intercultural Corporation

www.aeonet.com







Recruits teachers for more than 200 schools in Japan.  Hires year-round, 1 year contracts.  Must have BA, must attend interview in U.S.  Work week is 36 hours, 25 are teaching hours   Airfare, salary, housing, insurance, teaching materials, some teacher training provided.  

JET Program in Japan 

http://www.jetprogramme.org
This is a well-established TEFL opportunity in Japan for teachers under the age of 30.  It is a program sponsored by the Japanese government with positions available for ALT - Assistant Language Teachers.  Salary and roundtrip airfare is provided.  Contracts are for 1 year with extensions possible. This program is especially beneficial to those who are new to the profession with little or no teaching experience.  ALTs are paired with a Japanese master teacher and assist in the presentation of language lessons.  It is a highly structured program with a strong support system for international citizens, but may be considered too confining by some.

United States Information Agency
http://exchanges.state.gov/education/engteaching/eal-elp.htm or if you have difficulty accessing this webpage go to the homepage of USIA at http://www.state.gov/ and follow links from there to international English teaching opportunities

USIA is one of the best resources for teaching opportunities in Central and South America through its established Binational Centers.  Binational Centers exist in all other part of the world as well and this is one of the very best sites for gaining employment with government backing and stability.

American-Scandinavian Foundation
http://www.amscan.org

Provides opportunities for training/internships and cultural exchange between Scandinavia and the U.S. (Similar to a Fulbright program)

Earlham College (Institute for Education on Japan)

Richmond, IN 47374-4095
(765) 983-1224
http://www.earlham.edu – type in Institute for Education on Japan in the search box and it will take you to the specific page for this program – or you can call them in Indiana
A small, two-year program.  Participants act as teacher’s assistants.  Placements are made 2 times a year, most in junior high schools in rural Japan.  Airfare, salary, housing and health care provided.  BA, cultural sensitivity, knowledge of Japanese and some teacher training required.  No formal deadlines, placements are made 6-12 months before starting date.  No application or program fees.  Must interview in Richmond.

U.S. Student Programs Divisions -Institute of International Education

(212) 984-5330

http://www.iie.org

One-year positions available for Belgium and Luxemborg, France, Germany, Korea and Taiwan.  BA required.  
Hess Language School

http://www.hess.com.tw/

Recruits teachers to work with children in locations throughout Taiwan and Singapore.  Must have BA.  Experience working with children preferred.  No airfare provided.  Salary, assistance in finding housing, insurance, teaching materials and some teacher training provided.  
InterExchange, Inc.

http://www.interexchange.org

InterExchange offers short-term EFL teaching assignments in Spain, but charges fees to participate in the program. 
ELS International Inc.

http://www.els.com

ELS is a privately owned corporation that operates franchise English language schools worldwide.  Staff is hired both in the U.S. and in-country.

Princeton-in-Asia

http://www.princeton.edu/~pia/ 


Internship programs teaching English for college graduates, for 1-2 years in Hong Kong, Japan, China, Thailand, Indonesia, Singapore, Vietnam and Korea.  Teachers may be responsible for own transportation.  Salary very much country-dependent; housing and health insurance arranged.  Must interview and have orientation in Princeton.  There are program and application fees to participate.  Application deadlines are in December.
Volunteer Opportunities

If you have the financial means to cover your expenses, and a requisite fee (varying amounts) for placement and training, then volunteering can be a wonderful way to find out if teaching English abroad is for you.  Volunteer opportunities are available for teaching English all over the world and vary in duration from a few weeks to a period of months.  A volunteer opportunity may be a perfect way to test the international waters.  It can help you to discover where you might like to take longer assignment, and to find out first hand what teaching English as a foreign language is all about.

Important Considerations
1.
Find out how long the organization has been in operation.  Tread lightly with groups that 

have been operating for less than 3 years and that have failed to establish a reputation.

2.
Ask for names and contact information for at least 3 or 4 returning volunteers.  Contact them to get their opinions and reactions.  Prepare in advance a written list of questions to ask.  CAUTION: If the organization will not give you names, don’t sign on!

3.
Read the literature about the program you are applying to.  Make certain that the group is a 501(c)(3) organization - this is a recognized non-profit organization by the IRS.  If it is a recognized non-profit organization, you can deduct your costs for participating from your taxes.  Some summer-only programs are not tax deductible.  You can ask the IRS itemized deduction dept (800) 829-1040 about which programs are tax deductible.  Keep receipts for fees, airfare, ground transportation costs and out-of-pocket expenses.

 4.
Find out about the qualifications of the individuals who are responsible for the organization, for providing teacher training, developing curriculum, etc.  You want to go with leaders who are well qualified and who know the host country and culture very well.

5.
Find out about the ratio of volunteers who participate in subsequent projects. In other words, how many people participate in these volunteer programs more than once.

6.
If you are asked to pay fees, find out how those fees will be applied.
Volunteer Organizations/Programs

Council International Volunteer Projects
http://www.ciee.org
Global Volunteers

www.globalvolunteers.org

Provides opportunities for short-term service/travel in developing countries - requires no special skills, no restriction on age. Expenses covered on-site and in-country transportation only, you must pay your own way there.  
www.sci-ivs.org/

U.S. Branch of Service Civil International – offers 2 week to 1-year volunteer opportunities throughout the world in a variety of capacities.

Volunteers for Peace 

http://www.vfp.org

Offers many workcamp experiences in countries including: Australia, Bangladesh, Belgium, Bolivia, Chile, Costa Rica, Czech Republic, Denmark, Ecuador, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Lithuania, Mexico, Morocco, Norway, Philippines, Poland, Romania, Slovak Republic, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, etc.
WorldTeach (Harvard Institute for International Development)

www.worldteach.org

One-year teaching positions in Costa Rica, Ecuador, Poland, Thailand, Russia, South Africa and Vietnam.  Summer placements in Shanghai, China.  BA plus 25 hours of TEFL experience required.  Program fees vary, but they include airfare, 3-4 week orientation, training, health insurance and on-site support.  Room and board and a small stipend are provided on-site by the employer.  Short-term volunteer opportunities are also sometimes available. Deadlines vary according to program. 

Global Volunteer Network: International Volunteering Opportunities with Communities in Need

http://www.volunteer.org.nz 

This New Zealand organization coordinates numerous teaching, health care and conservation projects throughout the world.  There are fees to participate and projects range in duration from one month to one year.  Participants are responsible for their own transportation.

Projects Abroad

http://www.projects-abroad.org  

This international organization has teaching and other volunteer opportunities lasting from 2 weeks to a month, a few months or up to a year.  There is a cost to participate and cover living expenses and volunteers are responsible for their own transportation.

Language Corps Asia

http://www.languagecorpsasia.com 


This organization provides TESOL training and volunteer teaching opportunities in Vietnam, Thailand and Cambodia.  The fee of $1690 includes roundtrip airfare, language lessons, teacher training and practice teaching opportunities.

Journals and Newspapers

Chronicle of Higher Education

http://chronicle.com

A weekly newspaper with interesting articles about higher education in the United States as well as a very extensive classified section.  This is an excellent resource for finding ESL teaching positions at the university level both internationally and in the U.S.

The International Educator (TIE)

www.tieonline.com/

A newspaper with interesting articles on issues relevant to international teaching and a comprehensive classified section listing teaching opportunities (all subjects) around the world.

Transitions Abroad

www.transitionsabroad.com

This magazine is available monthly at local bookstores.  It shares a range of information about working and living internationally and has special issues about TEFL once a year and regular advertisements and articles about TEFL each month.  See this magazine’s “Educational Travel Directory - A Guide to Resources and Organizations.” Its website provides interesting articles, lists of valuable travel/work guides for purchase and general information about living abroad.
Books
Abbott, Gerry and Bob Jordan English All Over the Place: Experiences While Teaching Abroad Starhaven Publishing (2001) This is a series of personal reminiscences about living abroad while teaching English in such diverse locations as Thailand, Hungary, Uganda, Kenya, Yemen, Burma, Finland, Russia, Nepal, Greece and Portugal from the early 1960’s through the late 1980’s.   An interesting look at the world through the eyes of teacher-explorers.

Butzbach, Gary, Terry O’Donnell and Marilyn Kupetz eds. Teaching EFL Outside the United States TESOL Publishing (1994) This guide contains brief profiles of the linguistic situations and English language teaching conditions in 48 foreign countries. Descriptions include such information as official languages, qualifications and requirements for teaching ESL, typical class sizes and hours, accessibility of and preference for ESL materials, availability of support facilities and services, prevalent methodologies, pay scales and benefits, working hours and conditions, normal class loads, and country-specific items of concern to teachers.  The greatest limitation of this text is its date of publication but it can be used as a starting point for understanding potential situations for teaching internationally.

Griffith, Susan Teaching English Abroad Vacation Work Publications (2006) This is a fabulous resource that provides information on countries throughout the world, including teaching conditions, visa requirements, best opportunities for finding employment and a list of schools/programs in each country.  Although it is written from a British teacher’s perspective and refers to CELTA credentials rather than TESL certification, it is in fact helpful for all international teachers. In addition to information on finding a job and preparing for an international assignment, there is a section on typical problems encountered by international educators and a HUGE list of school contacts for international employment.  
Heiter, Celeste Gambatte Means Go For It! Or…How to Become an English Teacher in Japan Things Asian Press (2002) This is a highly readable, wonderful book of practical, down-to-earth advise to help anyone who is planning to move to Japan.  With an emphasis on providing valuable cultural insights, this is an excellent resource.  However, despite its title, this book gives only a cursory glance at the process of teaching EFL in Japan. However, it does provide an extensive bibliography, webliography and glossary to make all things Japanese more accessible. A series of engaging vignettes of life in Japan conclude the book.

Kam, Ho Wah & Ruth YL Wong, eds. English Language Teaching in East Asia Today: Changing Policies and Practices Eastern Universities Press (2003)  This is a collection of essays providing insight into the sociopolitical realities and teaching practices of English language instruction in China, Indonesia, Japan, Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam, Cambodia, Taiwan, Thailand and the Phillipines.

Kohls, L. Robert Survival Kit for Overseas Living: For Americans Planning to Live and Work Abroad Intercultural Press (2001)  This is not written specifically for ESL instructors and does not give any advice on securing employment or teaching internationally.  It is intended as a guide to coping with culture shock and the adjustment issues attendant to an international move.  It provides important insights into how Americans might be viewed abroad and ways in which U.S. cultural norms might be very different from the cultural norms of the country you may be moving to.  

Lindsay, Paul Teaching English Worldwide: A New Practical Guide to Teaching English Alta Book Center Publishers (2000) This is a good general resource for someone who has never had any teaching experience.  Rather than providing information about specifically teaching abroad, it gives a brief general overview on all English skill areas – listening, speaking, reading, writing, pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar and on learning activities – drama, games, songs, as well as information about assessment, self-access, visual aids and error correction.  This is not a resource for finding employment internationally or for understanding specific teaching circumstances in different countries. 

McKay, Sandra Lee Teaching English Overseas: An Introduction Oxford University Press (1994) This book presents a series of case studies reflecting on the sociopolitical, economic and cultural dynamics associated with teaching English internationally.  It is not a practical guide to finding a job or to living and working in a particular country, but rather it is an academic investigation into the potential for conflict and challenge in teaching internationally.  Though it is dated, it still provides some fascinating insights and raises some important issues about teaching across cultures.

Mohamed, Jeff Teaching English Overseas: A Job Guide for Americans & Canadians English International Publications (2003) This book provides an excellent first step in one’s research for securing an international EFL teaching position.  It provides a general overview of: the realities of teaching requirements internationally; a brief profile of the EFL job market around the world; insight into the ways of conducting a job search – including the preparation of effective resumes and cover letters; logistics of international living – including legal, practical and health considerations; challenges of cultural adjustment; and an extensive list of employers and agents hiring American EFL teachers around the world.

Passport Books (NTC Publishing) series “Teaching English…” Teaching English Japan (1996); Teaching English South-East Asia (1997); Teaching English Italy (1996); Teaching English Central Easter Europe (1997).  These books, though 10 years old, still provide useful information about practicalities, every day living, culture and teaching strategies that might be particularly effective in the single country studies (e.g. Japan and Italy).  However, in the books on South-East Asia, and Central Eastern Europe, the information provided is a general overview on life and culture as it relates to teaching in a number of countries in those regions.

Powell, Caleb The World is a Class: How and Why to Teach English Around the World Premier Printing Ltd. (2002) This small book provides the best advice of one teacher whose experience includes teaching in 7 schools in 4 different countries.  It is not a how-to book, but rather more like having a chat with someone who has been abroad and wants to share what he has learned about getting a job and teaching English from his own experience.  

Pro Lingua Press’ “Living in…” series.  Living in Mexico (2005); Living in Greece (2004); Living in Italy (2004); Living in South Korea (2006); Living in Japan (1999); Living in France (1998) Living in Spain (1993).  This is a series of brief booklets that provide important hands-on information regarding the logistics of daily living in these countries.  Each book also presents country facts, customs and values, employment and immigration and information on the local language.

Specht, Allegra and Jay Freeborne Korea Calling: The Essential Handbook for Teaching English and Living in South Korea Woodpecker Press (1996)  This book is an excellent source of practical information on how to find work in Korea, what to expect of a contract there, how to secure a work visa and what to expect in housing.  In addition, the bulk of this text focuses on Korean culture with strategies for daily living, and on the realities of teaching EFL at all levels – children to adults – providing lists of resources in Korea as well as a series of hands-on techniques and activities to teach each age group.
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