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Tracking My School Success: Better Policies, Better Schools
Teaching is rather like serving a meal, where the teacher is the cook who feeds knowledge to their dining pupils. Hence, the experience of teaching can be a source of pride and can also be mortifying; it can be like a short-order cook working in a hash house who serves stringy, insipid cold beef sandwiches to passing motorists whose appetites have been dulled by hours of travel. The distress written on their faces as they struggle to eat what is on their plates is evidence enough for the cook that his or her own culinary skills are far from perfection.
That was how I summed up my high school experience at Long Beach Polytechnic High School, a renowned high school for scholars and champions. I viewed my school as a kitchen where the chefs were teachers and the diners were students. I saw my teachers as neither gourmet chefs nor hash house cooks, but rather snack bar cooks. Many of them, who served us food of knowledge, were just seemingly there to feed us knowledge without a purpose; homework assignments irrelevant to college; and materials that were sometimes insignificant to the course material. 

Long Beach Poly, founded in 1895, has sent more students to the University of California than any other schools in California. It can be seen as one of the most successful academic institution in the nation. I was highly grateful to attend such a great distinguished school that pride itself in diversity, standards, and athletics. Sports Illustrated Magazine once recognized Long Beach Poly as the number one athletic high school in America. In addition, our school has also won 6 Grammy Award in music, and has sent more players to the NFL than any other high school in the nation. 
So the question arises: with such great reputation and success, what is wrong with my high school that pride itself in academics, standards, and athletics? One thing that I disliked most about my school is how the institution separated the low and high achieving students in to different academies. They separated those who wanted to go to college, those who wanted easy and hard teachers, and those who wanted smart and dumb students. This idea is what I called ‘school tracking’. School tacking is defined as “the system of placing some students in college preparatory courses and others in easier math and science courses.”

During my middle school years, I had performed so poorly in my classes that I was placed into the second lowest academy in my high school. Our school, which divides students into eight different academies, separated those who had high GPA, those who had average GPA, and those who had a below average GPA. Each student intelligent skills were measured and placed into eight different academies: 1) PACE, 2) CIC, 3) Beach, 4) PAAL, 5) Business, 6) Arts, 7) Pac Rim, and 8) Special Education. It was like a ranking system - the student who did well in middle school had the opportunity to take AP and Honors courses in the PACE or CIC academy. While the other students who didn’t achieve well in middle school were placed into the other six academies. I was placed in Pac Rim, where teachers did not care much about giving homework to students or giving A’s to everyone. I performed so well in my slow and easy academy that I ended up with a 4.0 GPA during my first year in high school. It was during that time where I realize the importance of going to college, and enrolling in difficult classes, such as, AP or Honors courses to attend a prestigious four-year university after high school.
I asked my counselor that I wanted to enroll in AP and Honors courses during my sophomore year. She replied, “I’m sorry Roy…but AP and Honors courses are only restricted for PACE and CIC students.” I later asked her if I can switch into the PACE or CIC academy. She replied, “I’m sorry, but I’m afraid that you can’t. It’s against school policy.” I was later frustrated. I knew that taking AP and Honors classes were the best chance for me to be accepted into a prestigious public university like UC Irvine. The school policy to restrict students who want a better education and want to go to a prestigious university was by far one of the most frustrated moments I’ve ever experienced during my high school years. 
At the end of my senior year, I graduated in the Pac Rim academy as one the top student of my class with a 3.9 GPA. I applied to all the University of California schools; however, I was rejected to all institutions, including UC Riverside. I questioned my counselor – “Why with a 3.9 GPA was I rejected to all the UC schools?” She told me, “Our academy rarely gets accepted into UC schools. Only PACE and CIC do…because they offer AP and Honors courses.” At that moment, I began to notice that those who were in PACE or CIC were all offered admission to UC schools and those who didn’t ended up in CSU or community colleges. As a result, I attended Long Beach City College, and later transferred into UC Irvine during my junior year. 

As of today, I am still greatly disappointed with our school policy. To not allow students in lower achieving academies to enroll in AP classes unlike those in high achieving academies is like segregating Blacks into one classroom and Whites into the other classroom. It is not fair that those were in Pac Rim who wanted to go to college and take AP courses like I have to receive a poor quality education that pride itself in academics, standards, and athletics. I strongly agreed with the school policy that those who were placed into PACE or CIC gets to take AP and Honors courses, but I strongly disagreed with their school policy that those who were not in PACE or CIC cannot enroll in AP or Honors courses. It is a good fact that Long Beach Poly has send more students to the UC school because of the PACE and CIC program; but the school also need to recognize in addition that they have send more students not attending a four year university because of their idea of ranking and placing students into different academies, from the highest to the lowest GPA performance in middle school. I believe that taking AP courses in my school should be a choice, and should not deal revolve around school policies and academies.
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