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Domination and Cultural Morality:

Authority and Power through writing in Pamela
Producing and consuming, buying and selling, getting and spending – these are all necessary and beneficial economic pleasure that Mr. B strives for in his daily life. But for poor fifteen-year old Pamela Andrews, the pursuit of that kind of happiness is a race that can’t be won as a young servant woman living in Bedfordshire, England. In the book, “Pamela,” Samuel Richardson delineates Pamela as a powerful and authoritative writer who communicates and corresponds to her father and mother, John and Eliz Andrews about her daily activity and love affair with Mr. B. The author presents Pamela’s letters to give the reader a new perspective and view on what it is like to be in Pamela’s shoes. He sets up the story as an epistolary novel. An epistolary novel is a type of form that made polite people to enjoy reading short novels for the first time during the late 18th century. Pamela’s writing, which empowers herself to gain more self-control and discipline over Mr. B, demonstrates how vigorous and forceful the English language can be in our society today. Her dynamic character shown throughout her letters reminded me of 19th century French writer, politician, and founder of romanticism Francois-Auguste-Rene de Chateaubriand who believed that, “An original writer is not one who intimates nobody, but one whom nobody can imitate (Kidder & Oppenheim, 21).” It is not just Pamela’s letters that generates her power and authority over Mr. B; but the writing itself that nobody else can resemble or impersonate except Pamela herself. Pamela’s writing, in other words, gives her the power and authority over Mr. B because of the following reasons: 1) Her letters questions other people like her master of our own self-conscious and well-being; 2) The setting she describes revolve around a house setting that mimics reality; and 3) The wording incorporated in her writing depicts how achieving high status (i.e., money or fame) is not the goal in improving the standard or quality of an individual ultimately suggesting that writing letters to John and Eliz Andrews with great virtue and innocence transmits Pamela power and authority over class status and nobility from Mr. B in Samuel Richardson’s novel Pamela.
So the question arises: how is her own version of events empower Pamela, and what makes her version of events so compelling to her readers? Pamela, who acknowledges and exhilarates the pomposity of her master life and the euphemism of her experience, has normally felt a bit frighten and afraid of Mr. B enduring presence. To adjust and overcome her fears, Pamela would write numerous letters to their parents in faith that Mr. B would one day realize and discern that what he has done to her is wrong and immoral. She recognizes that writing letters give her the authority and power to control her own version of events and experience with Mr. B because they usually conflict quite differently from her masters. For example, on one side, Pamela views Mr. B as an untrustworthy and dishonest person. On the other hand, Mr. B depicts Pamela as one of the most ‘virtuous and industrious creatures,’ and as one of the prettiest and loveliest girl he had ever met before. Though they both throughout the novel are shown to be unhappy with the way how things ought to be with each other, Pamela would continuingly write letters to there parent because of how much power and virtue writing entrusts her life. 

One can agree that Pamela letters incorporated throughout the novel gives her the strength and power to “convince” others like Mr. B of their self-conscious and well-being. The letters that Pamela writes can be described as an ‘art of persuasion’ to make readers like us feel more “convinced” from her own version of events. Her letters, which is entirely written in first person, helps the reader know and understand more about Pamela’s emotion and sensibility toward Mr. B. The power of writing words in first person entices us to feel more convinced with the actuality of Mr. B personal characterization and trait as a whole. If the novel and letters are not written in first person, then the description of Mr. B would be very limited in nature through knowledge. But since the novel and letters are written in first person, this encourages the reader to read and take each character with sufficient care and consideration. 
It can also be argued that Pamela letters have the power to compel her readers because of how the novel revolves around a house setting that is sometimes unreal or unrealistic at times. The world that Richardson employs can be viewed as what part in the novel defines realism and what part mimetic or mirrors reality. For example, when Mr. B kissed Pamela in the summer-house, the master says, “What a foolish hussy you are! Have I done you any harm?” Pamela replies, “Yes, sir, the greatest harm in the world: You have taught me to forget myself, and what belongs to me; and have lessened the distance that fortune has made between us, by deeming yourself, to be so free to a poor servant. Yet, sir, I will be bold to say, I am honest, though poor; And if you were a prince, I would not be otherwise than honest (Richardson, 55).” Through close reading and analysis, the reader sees that Pamela is a very well-educated and intelligent woman coming from a poor and impoverished family. It shows how Pamela becomes so perfect in the novel that she even says to Mr. B that she is an honest person and has never told a lie to anyone. But in retrospect, this is not the case as we see that Pamela lies numerous times to Mr. B, hence depicting how the character mirrors reality or an ideal rather than presenting the real identity of an individual. 
Aside from how the characters in the novel can be viewed as delusive and artificial at times, Pamela’s own version of events differ from Mr. B in that she recognizes that money or wealth is not the ultimate answer in improving the quality of her own personal virtue and innocence. Her unique personality and attribute throughout the novel reminded me of one basic teachings of Stoicism, where Zeno of Citium (333 BC - 264 BC), who was a Greek philosopher in Athens, had once focused on how we can free ourselves of suffering through an understanding of natural law (Kidder & Oppenheim, 46). The Stoics claim that a virtuous life is lived in harmony with the laws of nature, and that Mr. B possession of having high wealth, fame, and status is an irrelevant example to the pursuit of virtue for Pamela. Needless to say, Diogenes, who was another Greek philosopher that taught human achievements and animalism, once believed that ‘to own nothing was the beginning of happiness’; that Pamela, who did not own anything except life itself, had experienced with Mr. B a great example of how ‘self-sufficiency is the greatest of all wealth’(Gaarder & Moller, 96).
Despite Mr. B strong authoritative approach to Pamela, I believe the servant commitment to empower herself through writing is great example of how we can acquire more control and identity with our own selves through the perception of virtue and innocence. Pamela recognizes that Mr. B has the power to affect her own personal attribute and characteristic, and that the only way she can conquer this fear is to write letters to her mother and father in hopes that Mr. B would one day realize that how he has been treating her is wrong and immoral as a gentleman at his age. Although one can say that Richardson’s idea to incorporate Pamela’s writing into his epistolary novel has been regarded to be a great success, one can also claim that it is Pamela’s own vivid and clear descriptions written on her letters that has also made the readers feel more compelled and engaged by her own personal state of mind and consciousness in the novel Pamela. Pamela’s love for writing words throughout her letters has reminded me of French Renaissance writer Michel de Montaigne, where he once believed that, “Our personal understanding is conducted solely by means of the ‘word’: anyone who falsifies it betrays public society. It is the only tool by which we communicate our wishes and our thoughts; it is our soul’s interpreter: if we lack that, we can no longer hold together; we can no longer know each other. When words deceive us, it breaks all intercourse and loosens the bonds of our polity (Montaigne, 34).”
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