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I have never before attempted to collect and write down my thoughts about my 

dad and his oral history in Hong Kong – probably because it was so difficult for me to 

talk to him – but as soon as I have, I began to see what a profound history he has had 

in China and America. The interviewee I had chosen to do is my dad. I chose him not 

only because he is my dad, but because of the many great things he has done for me 

during my childhood life. He has shaped me to be me, and will always remember all the

many great memories we've spent together living at our house. 


My dad, who was born from Hong Kong, currently lives at the age of seventy who

is happily married with my mom, two kids, and I. He would always have a nice smile on 

his face, enjoys telling long and spooky stories, and would always become very active 

around the community and society. He also has a round face shaped like a monkey, 

wears eyeglasses everyday to work, and has gray hair on top of his head. My dad is 

really a type of guy who likes to set goals for himself, and ensures that he has 

accomplished them. I remember him telling me his favorite childhood goal was to do 

swimming in the 1952 Olympic Games in Helsinki, Finland. He said that he always had 

a desired goal to represent China in the Olympic Games. Though many great ones had 

fail, my dad still accomplished that goal by winning second place in the 100m free style 

swim. Although he lived a life with great success and determination, he also lived a life 

full of sorrow and discrimination between the years 1935 to 1975. During that time, 

many great histories began to form, such as, the Pearl Harbor and the beginning of 

World War 2. 


"World War 2, which began in Europe on Sept. 1, 1939, was a war that began 

when Germany attacked Poland, in what was known as the lightning war. It was a war 

where the German had high speed tanks pushed across the boarders as they've 

blasted holes in the Polish lines. The German's even had air force bombers in the sky 

destroying the Polish air force, while damaging communication lines and preventing the 

Poles from moving to reinforcement. Though the German's were winning the war 

against Poland, they've still acquired some help from the Soviets on Sept. 17, 1939. 

After the Poland backed out from the German's, the Soviets then had to face Finland. 

While the war was battling, there was also a battle in the seas, where the British Royal 

Navy took out many of the German U-boat that killed 112 lives, including those of 28 

Americans. During the first 2 months of the war, 67 British merchant ships were sunk. 

Later Adolf Hitler, leader of the German National Socialist, began to take some action. It

was a time when Nazi Germany took over France, and the Battle of Great Britain began

to form. The Battle of Great Britain was the first great air battle in world’s history. It was 

a war where for 57 nights, London was attacked by an average force of 160 bombers. 

Though it destroyed over 1,733 aircraft's, the German's still loss 915 fighters, thus 

making the German's back out of the war due to the heavy lost. Hitler then turned east 

to the Blakans, a critical area for food and oil supplies. It was a battle against Romania 

in June 1940. After they received their supplies, The New Order, on Sept. 27, 1940, 

began where Japan was brought back into the German-Italian-Japanese groupings, 

where the 3 nations signed a 10 year military and economic alliance known as the 

Berlin-Rome-Tokyo Axis. Hitler regarded Japan as a buffer against the United States as

well as a distraction for the USSR. Many hated the Japanese mainly because of how 

they ran the war. Japan's invasion of Manchuria and its subsequent full-scale assault 

against China brought expressions of disapproval from the US government. As the 

Japanese began to expand further in Southeast Asia, war minister General Tojo Hideki 

believed that the United States was determined to throttle Japan. From there, the 

United States expected the first blow to be in the Philippines or Southeast Asia, where 

the beginning of Pearl Harbor began to erupt (World Book Inc. "World War 2 (pg. 423-458)." The

World Book Encyclopedia. New York, 1995 Edition.)." 


“Pearl Harbor, which struck the US battleships on December 7, 1941, was a 

surprise Japanese air attack which crippled the US Pacific fleet that began the war 

against the Japan the next day. With 350 Japanese bombers, altogether, 18 US ships 

were sunk or disabled. The US Navy and Marine Corps lost 2,117 men, the Army lost 

218, and 68 civilians were killed. With more than 1,200 were wounded, the Japanese 

lost 29 planes. Following the day after Pearl Harbor, the Japan, Germany, and Italy 

declared war against the United States. After taking the vulnerable British crown colony 

of Hong Kong on December 25, 1941, the Japanese demonstrated their skill in jungle 

warfare in their Malayan campaign. With their skills, they were able to damage an Allied

fleet in a series of engagements in the Java Sera. They would simultaneously win 

access to Malaya, the East Indies, and other Southeast Asian areas. Meanwhile, the 

Chinese attempted to bolster the Allied position in Burma by sending in General Joseph

W. Stilwell of the United States. Commanding the Fifth and Sixth Chinese armies in 

Burma, Stilwell made the mistake of staying too long in southern Burma, where he was 

cut off from the Burma Road by the Japanese in April (World Book Inc. "Pearl Harbor 

(pg. 365-386)." The World Book Encyclopedia. New York, 1995 Edition.)." 


Despite the many great events that led to World War 2 and the Pearl Harbor, the

interview began when I asked my dad first about his own family background in Hong 

Kong, China. He told me that he had three sisters, whose names are Violet, Helen, and 

Agatha, and had a mother and father, whose names are Marcella and Peter. My dad 

told me a lot about how his mom and dad had met. He said that his mom, Marcella, 

visited Panama in 1929 where she stayed for eight months, at which she went to New 

York on a student visa to study arts. From there she married Peter, who was working in 

New York as a journalist, in 1932. My dad said that Peter was the publisher of a 

Chinese newspaper called "The Chinese Journal" in New York City; however, due to 

the great depression, they returned back within a month to Shanghai, China, in 1933. 

The Japanese invasion of China forced them to relocate to Canton and finally to Hong 

Kong in 1935. My dad would tell me how Peter had a business in Hong Kong while 

Marcella had a store in Macau, where she commuted between the two cities. Though 

they were happily married, Marcella died in 1943 in Hong Kong. My dad said that he 

was so sadden that his mom pass away when he was eight. He said that it was so 

difficult for him to live a life without his mom, and would easily get depressed during the 

time of school and family. 


Although my dad basically grew up without a mother, he would still mention the 

many great things that his dad have done for him over the course of there family. My 

dad would mention how Peter was an excellent cook to his family. Peter would always 

serve stewed chicken, rice, and red kidney beans cooked with coconut milk, fried 

plantains, and salad. In those days, chicken was very expensive, but his dad earned a 

lot of money through his job. My dad (who loves to talk about food) said that during 

weekdays, his dad would cook his family mackerel or codfish boiled with a variety of 

vegetables, such as yam, yucca, green plantains, and a fish dish called Rondon, which 

consisted of stewed beef, codfish, fritters, bakes, and dumplings. My dad said that 

Peter's stew were always so delicious that he remembered asking his dad what the 

secret formula was for his dish. My dad said that "the secret formula was in the amount 

of time you put into a dish." 


Despite the wonderful cook Peter was, my dad would then mention about how 

strict education was in his family. He told me how school was a struggle mainly 

because of the lack of resources they had available back then. My dad then told me 

that he received most of his education in a board building at Sixth Street. He said that 

he remembered his two favorite American women teachers - Mrs. Harrison and Mrs. 

Dick. One of them taught Math, and the other taught English. I then asked my dad what

kinds of classes were available at his school. He replied, "Usually, on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays, I was always given Spanish classes for one hour by a Spanish immigrant 

lady. It was sort of a tradition for our school to give foreign language on Tuesday and 

Thursday.” Though there were few classes available back then, Math, English, and 

foreign languages were the three common subjects at his high school. This made me 

reflect upon how grateful I am being in a school in the US, where I have the opportunity 

to take whatever classes I want to fulfill my requirements to graduate. Chinese classes 

were also available in China, only taught by volunteer teachers. My dad would mention 

how most of the time, many students didn't show up to class. I then asked him why was

that. He replied, "Well…..many didn't had enough time to go to school as most of the 

students had to work full time for their family to put food on the table." I thought about 

this, and it made me reflect upon my own history teacher back in high school, where he 

mentioned how education was limited due to World War 2 and the Pearl Harbor. 


With many students not attending school in China, this caused the volunteer 

teachers to quit quickly, leading to no education for my dad. My dad then mentioned 

how he had to relocate to a different school farther away from home. I asked him how 

difficult it was to adjust to a new school after being displaced from his old school. He 

replied, “It was harder for me mainly because my family didn't had any access to 

transportation whatsoever to go to school and back.” There, my dad would mention 

how he had to use a bike to get to school everyday. It was a struggle mainly because of

the pollution and crimes going on around his city, and the discrimination occurring 

around the streets of Hong Kong. 

Although I accepted the fact that the educational setting was really poor back 

then, I then asked him whether or not he thought his own identity or personal 

development affected him in anyway during his in-school experiences. My dad replied, 

"Back then, people were ranked individually by how smart you are." He said that "if you 

do poorly in school, you will likely be made fun off by other classmates for your 

stupidity; however, if you do brightly in school, many students will recognize you and will

accept you for who you are." Basically, my dad was trying to imply that if you're stupid, 

you won't receive many friends from other Chinese students. But if you're smart, you're 

receive all the friends you need to succeed in school. This caused my dad to work hard, 

and to be smart so other students will like him for he was. Though my dad was pleased 

with his overall performance in high school, I thought that the idea of one being smarter 

than the other to have friends was very stupid. It made me think how grateful I am to 

have education here in America today then back then in China. If I lived a life back then

in China, I probably would have no friends at all as I consider myself as a non-intelligent

student today. 


Despite how cruel education was in China, my dad would later mention how a 

suit and a tie were required to wear in his high school. If you don't dress appropriately to

school, my dad said that it was common for teachers to beat you up and then kick you 

out for not dressing appropriately. My dad later mentioned how his teacher would 

constantly punish him for not doing my homework. He said that he remembered his 

teacher beating him up one day several times in the hands, where my dad’s fingers 

would later break at the end of that day. Though my dad said that it was not right for 

teachers to beat students up, he then made a critical argument of how it wasn't fair that 

Chinese students would get punish for not doing their homework, unlike the American 

students in the United States. I then asked my dad about "English-Only" Instruction v. 

Bilingual Education. My dad replied, “Most of my teachers in China only spoke Chinese 

to me. It was an advantage for me mainly because it was my first language learned 

from my dad and mom." I then asked my dad if he knew how to speak English when he 

was young. He replied "yes." He said that his dad taught him how to speak English 

when he was younger, and that he considered himself a bilingual student during high 

school. This gave my dad a special advantage in his English class who couldn't speak 

any English at all. This also made me reflect upon how lucky I am to be a bilingual 

student myself at UCI. Being able to speak both English and Chinese, I have a more 

special advantage to over perform other students in both my English and Chinese 

class, and to also study abroad in China next year. 


Despite my dad's special power to succeed in classes, I then asked him about 

the equality or inequality opportunity in education. He said that the equality opportunity 

to have education was basically limited. This was due to the World War 2, where the 

Japanese would invade China killing hundreds of people on the streets. This caused 

most students to be fearful to go to school because of the presence of the Japanese 

soldiers. My dad told me a true story about this one time where a Chinese homeless 

man was shot to death in front of my dad's face for stealing food from the Japanese. My

dad said that many were shot to death for not obeying the rules of the Japanese. With 

the Japanese invading China, many stores were closed, resources were limited, and 

food supplies were hard to find around the city. My dad said, "I remembered this one 

week, where I had to starve to death because my family was out of food, and the 

markets were all closed due to World War 2." I then asked him how did he survived 

through the week. He replied, "Water. Drinking water can help your body stay hydrated 

and moving." 


Although my dad lived most of his life through starvation, discrimination, and 

prejudice, I learned most about how different education and life really was back then in 

China compared to the education here in the US. This oral history project really made 

me reflect upon the way how I view my dad today - not just as my wonderful dad, but 

how honorable he is to be living today in America. It really changed the way how I 

should care for my dad, and how much I should love him for making me to be me today.

What I found most challenging in my oral history was asking my dad several questions 

about his oral history life. This is because my dad told me once that he never enjoyed 

talking about his oral past experience in Hong Kong, mainly because it frightened him 

knowing he had to reflect back upon how cruel the Japanese soldiers were to the 

Chinese people. It also made my dad think about all the horrible and scary thoughts he 

has had to deal with during his past childhood life. Though it was a painful experience 

for my dad to discuss about his childhood life, I still have found it all very rewarding in 

the end now knowing how my dad got to where he is today, and what my dad has done 

to stay alive and healthy here in America today. Though the interview for this project 

went really well with my dad, I still forgot to ask him about how he had immigrated into 

America after graduating from high school in China. I really wanted to know basically to 

understand how life really was in America, after living in China for almost half of his life. 

I also wanted to know whether or not he thought America had a great educational 

opportunity when he moved into the US. Did he thought that it was adequate the way 

how teachers and school perform to students in America? Or did he thought that 

education must be revised to the point where students should get punished in America 

for not doing their homework on time? Despite all these wonderful questions, I really 

have gained a lot of insights from my dad that now I can apply to my future life 

whenever I have kids for myself as I grow older.







