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THE SEMESTER/TRIMESTER SYSTEM
A semester is approximately 16 weeks (approx. 20 weeks for graduate-level courses
at the Medical Center). Not all classes meet for the entire length of the semester.
After September 1987, the School of Dentistry used a 14-week trimester.

The semester credit hour equals fifty minutes of classroom activity, two fifty-minute
periods of laboratory or studio work, or three to four fifty-minute periods of
fieldwork or clinical experience. Credit hours are earned by passing a course.

Attempted credit hours indicate the amount of work a student attempted without
reference to grade received. All grades except "W" and "AU" count as attempted
credit hours.

The normal undergraduate load is 12 lo 18 credit hours per semester. 128 credit
hours and a minimum GPA of "C"' (2.0) for all work taken are required for an
undergraduate degree.

THE QUARTER SYSTEM
She Graduate School of Business, the School of Dentistry (prior to September
1987), the Center for Organizational De\e]opment (as of September 1993), and the
Institute of Human Relations and Industrial Relations operate on the quarter system
calendar. However, credit is reported by the semester hour. Prior to the Second
Summer Session 1985, basic medical science departments at the Medical Center
reported in quarter hours.

THE HONORS DEGREE
The honors degree indicates participation in a program requiring more extensive and
independent work in the area of specialization as well as high accomplishment in
regular course work. This degree is Loyola's highest form of" undergraduate degree
and is awarded to a minute fraction of graduates.

THE VIAGIS SCHOLAR PROGRAM
Magis Scholars participate in designated academic courses and co-curricular
activities in a program combining scholarship, leadership experience and service to
others.

THE GRADl ATE SCHOOL OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
Graduate students may earn credit towards a degree by:
1. Courses numbered 400 and above.
2. Select or approved 300-group courses.
3. Approved law school courses at the 100- and 200-group courses.

All above courses require a "B" or better for credit, with the permitted
exemption of two grades -iC" per student.

Advanced Standing/Transfer Credit may appear on the record if the courses were
not taken as an undergraduate or used towards a professional or graduate degree and
are appropriate to the student's program. A maximum of six semester (nine quarter)
hours for a master's degree and 36 semester (54 quarter) hours for a doctoral degree
may be considered at departmental discretion. The number of hours and the name of
the institution appear on the transcript. Examinations for candidacy.
language/research tool, and comprehensive examinations are posted "Admitted,"
"Passed."1 or "Sustained," respective!).

GRADING AND POINT SYSTEM
Prior to Fall 2004 Loyola University Chicago did not use (-) minus grades, and (+)
plus added one half (.5) credit points to those carried by the letter grade.
Prior to Fall 2004 the Carthage Executive Program used a high pass/fail system.
Prior to Fall 2004 Pass (P) indicated use of Pass/No pass option and "D" quality
work or better while No Pass (NP) indicates work below "D" quality.
Prior to September II 1978-79 P or S indicated "C" quality work or better, and NP or
U work below "D" quali ty.
Prior to Fall Quarter 2000, the Graduate School of Business did not permit plus (-*-)
grades and prior to 1968 reported grades numerically (1-100). Prior to academic year
1985-86, the undergraduate graduate division did not permit plus (-r) grades.

GRADING SYMBOLS
A 4 credit points per semester.
A- 3.67 credit points per semester.
B+ 3.33 credit points per semester.
B 3 credit points per semester.
B- 2.67 credit points per semester.
C--- 2.33 credit points per semester.
C 2 credit points per semester.
C- 1.67 credit points per semester.
D+ 1.33 credit points per semester.
D 1 credit point per semester.
F Failure in course (no credit hours or points earned, but counts toward

attempted credit hours).
P or S Pass with credit; indicates use of Pass/Fail option and "C.'-" quality

work or better.
NP or L' Failure without grade point penalty: indicates use of Pass/No pass

option and work of a quality below "C-". Prior to Semester II 1978-79
indicates "D"1 quality or less. "NP" and "U" are equivalent terms.

1 Incomplete: For undergraduates a temporary grade that converts to "F"
if not removed within a specified time frame. Prior to Fall 2002, the
grade converted to "WF."

X Absent from final exam. For undergraduates this is temporary grade
that must be removed within a specified time frame or wi l l be
converted to "WF." Discontinued for undergraduates Fall 2002.
Approved withdrawal from course. "W does not count towards
attempted credit hours or in GPA.
Failure: unauthorized or late withdrawal. Prior to Fail 2002, "WF" was
also assigned when grades 'T' or "X" were not resolved within specific
time frame. "WF" counts towards attempted credit hours and affects
GPA.

AU Audit. "ALT" does not count towards attempted credit hours or affect
GPA.

C'R Credit: Indicates completion of a Thesis Supervision (595),
Dissertation Supervision (600), or those courses for which no credit
hours are ordinarily awarded.

N'C No Credit: Indicates failure to complete a Thesis Supervision (595),
Dissertation Supervision (600), or those courses for which no credit
hours are ordinarily awarded.

NG No grade submitted.
NR No course work completed or no basis for determining a grade.

GRADE POINT AVERAGE
Grade Point Average (GPA) is determined by dividing the total of earned credit
points by the total of attempted credit hours carried, less courses designated as
Pass/Fail. Grades of "P," "S," "NP." "U." "HP," and "PS" are included in hours
attempted, but not for purposes of computing GPA. Grades ''P." "S," "HP." and
"PS" designate hours earned. Grades 'T~, '*X" and "NR" are not computed until they
have been replaced with a permanent grade. Computation of a student's cumulative
GPA uses all college work attempted at Loyola to date and is computed with the
same formula. Grades earned at non-affiliated institutions are not computed into a
Loyola student's GPA. Transfer credit counts as credit hours towards graduation but
is not calculated in the GPA. Prior to Semester I 1985-86, Advanced Placement
Credit was computed in the calculation of GPA.

Explanation of Abbreviations Appearing Adjacent to Course Titles or Course
Numbers
(H) Honors course.
(M) Courses taken through the Mundelein Exchange Program.
(FS) Freshman Seminar.
(SL) Service Learning.
C Consortium course taken for Loyola-graduate credit.
E An "E" at the beginning of the course number indicates a course taken

through the Erikson Institute for Loyola graduate credit. An "F" at the
end of the course number indicates a course taken through the Carthage
Executive Program for Loyola graduate credit.

(Wl) Writing Intensive.

Requirement Designation (REQ DESIGNATION')
Honors Indicates a course or section taken for honors credit.
Magis Indicates a course or section taken for Magis credit.
Writing Intensive Indicates a course or section carrying as enhanced writing

component.

ACADEMIC STANDING
Good Standing: an undergraduate student in good standing has earned a semester
GPA of 2.0 or better. Graduate students are considered in good standing unless
otherwise indicated.

Academic Probation: students under academic probation have fallen below the
required semester GPA of 2.0 and have been given an specified period to raise their
GPA.

Dropped for Poor Scholarship: a student who fails to remove academic probation
after one semester may be dropped from the university.

Mallinckrodt College has been pan of Loyola University Chicago since January
1991: Mundelein College since June 1991
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