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Question # 2) How would you define “globalization”?  Is it “new”?  What are its various “dimensions”?  Is it a “problem”?  Or does it have beneficial aspects?

After this seminar, I define globalization as an integration and exchange of ideas and goods globally. I believe that globalization in the 21st century has strongly benefited the middle class as well as the rich and powerful; however, I also believe that globalization has hurt or caused some pain to the poor and powerless. In the Wikipedia encyclopedia, they define globalization as “the process of transformation of local phenomena into global ones. It is a process by which the people of the world are unified into a single society and function together. This process is a combination of economic, technological, socio-cultural and political forces” (Wikipedia).  In other words, I view globalization as the inter-dependence of nations on another good, resulting in what we call as the ‘global economy.’ In the book, “Globalization: A Very Short Introduction,” Manfred B. Steger believes that globalization leads to global inequality and social instability.  Steger, Professor of Global Studies at the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, defines globalization as a “multinational process of constituted by complex, often contradictory interactions of global, local, and regional aspects of social life.” In other words, he believes that globalization is simply the exchange of goods, services and ideas across national boundaries.











After reviewing the entire book this fall quarter, I believe that globalization is “not” a new phenomenal. Rather, I believe that globalization has been part of the world for well over hundreds of years. However, the term of globalization has not been discussed much until the 21st century. Events such as the War in Iraq, Wall Street tumbling down, the rise of neo-liberalism, and the 2008 presidential election are few causes that have contributed to the increase rate of globalization within the past two decades.  These factors may be partially due to economic and social factors such as the advancements in technology and the rise of global warming.

But after reading Steger’s book, I strongly believe that globalization is a huge problem in the 21st century. I strongly feel that globalization will be one of the main reasons why we have economic degradation and consumerism throughout the world.  Moreover, I believe globalization may be one of the main causes to the destruction of our society in the future.  One serious problem to globalization is that one aspect or problem could likely lead to cause the other to fail. For example, if one nation chooses to withdraw from the global economy, the entire thing could collapse. Another is if a universal currency is not used or thrown away, some smaller nations will have disadvantages in trade. Also if one economy declines to receive help, the rest do, too. This is much like a farmer cropping a farm, where the destruction of most of his crop would likely occur if a bad disease hits his society. All of these examples could likely lead to problems of economic, technological, socio-cultural and political forces within the dimensions of globalization.












On the contrary to all the draw-backs of globalization, there are however a few beneficial factors to globalization in the 21st century. An example is the ability to travel to international countries easier and quicker. Through the help of various airline companies as well as the assistance of other countries transporting people from one place to another, flying out of the country has become significantly very easy for business men and women largely due to the idea of globalization, where people work together to exchange ideals and goods to other parts of the world. Another benefit example of globalization is the ability to acquire a wide variety of goods in America, such as clothes, electronics, and food from different parts of the world, especially in China. In addition, globalization has also likely increased people’s intellectual capability to succeed in the world, specifically through growth in education levels as well as the standard of living. All of these are examples of how globalization has benefited out society today. 

Although there are a few benefits to the idea of globalization, in the long run, I believe that there are more negative aspects to globalization rather positive. In addition to economic, technological, socio-cultural and political down falls to globalization, the recent rise in global jihadism, the WTO protest, the Americanization and McDonaldization, as well as the role of the media and the internet has largely contributed to down falls to cultural globalization as a whole. I believe that in order to alleviate those problems, world leaders should implement what Steger calls the “Global New Deal,” where we can prevent violence between Globalism and its opponents as well as build social solidarity and trust amongst the people around the world. Steger offers nine policy proposals for the Global New Deal: 1) A ‘Marshall Plan’ for the global south that includes a blanket forgiveness of all Third World Debt, 2) Levying of a tax on international financial transactions, 3) Abolition of offshore financial centres that offer tax havens for wealthy individuals and corporations, 4) Implementation of stringent global environmental agreements, 5) Implementation of a more equitable global development agenda, 6) Establishment of a new world development institution by the global North through measures of financial transaction tax, and administered largely by the global South, 7) Establishment of international labour protection standards, perhaps as clauses of a profoundly reformed WTO, 8) Greater transparency and accountability provided to citizens by national governments and international institutions, and 9) Making all governance of globalization explicitly gender sensitive (Steger  Chapter 10). I strongly believe that this New Deal will help build equal trust amongst other nations as well as prevent violence or terrorism to occur around the world today. In other words, I believe that globalization needs to have a reformist agenda, and needs to be transformed to shape global governance, social, and economic equality and human rights today.
Question # 4: “Terrorism” is a very topical social problem around the world today.  How does “terrorism” fit into a discussion of “globalization”?  Discuss how Immanuel Wallerstein or Arundhati Roy would view this problem?  How are their views different from those of the “mainstream” media or politicians?
The war on terrorism since September 11, 2001 has continued to raise short term and long term problems that are both internal and external to globalization. In the book, “Globalization: A Very Short Introduction,” Manfred B. Steger believes that the War on Terrorism is one of the main causes to the rise of inequality and unemployment rate in the United States today. He believes that the war attacks on September 11, 2001 and the War on Terror in Afghanistan and Iraq have seriously affected the name of globalization and how we define and use the word in the 21st century. 
After carefully studying the relationship between terrorism and globalization, I strongly believe that terrorism has played a substantial role to the discussion of globalization today. I believe that the War on Terrorism today can be seen as a conflict against Islamic terrorism through political, legal and ideological conflict by the United States. In Encarta encyclopedia, War on Terrorism is defined as “The unlawful use of superior military and economic power by a nation against people or property with the intention of intimidating or coercing societies or governments, for almost undisguised ideological, political, and monetary reasons” (Encarta). In other words, I believe that the War on Terrorism purpose is the instill fears and intimidation to other countries in order to reverse political gains made over time by the lower and middle classes. 

In the article, “America and the World: The Twin Towers as Metaphor,” Immanuel Wallerstein believes that many American people today are beginning to become less proud of their own country than ever before in human history. He states that “Today, we live in the shadow of an event that has shaken most of us, the destruction of the Twin Towers on Sept. 11, 2001 by a group of individuals so dedicated to their ideology and their moral fury at the United States that they conspired for years to find ways to deal a deadly geopolitical blow to America and those they deemed its supporters around the world, and they did this in a way that required sacrificing their own lives.” In other words, Wallerstein believes that the attacks on September 11, 2001 is likely the result of globalization and that the lack of trust the United States are making to other countries would force Osama Bin Laden attack American for their morally depraved action in handling the global economy. 

Unlike Wallerstein, Arundhati Roy article in “Tide? Or Ivory Snow” outlines how the word ‘public’ is now a Hindi word in India. She believes that the blurring distinction between sarkar and public has penetrated far deeper into society. In addition, Roy discusses how the 2008 U.S elections has that occurred last month ago is a personality contest rather than who can do a better job to change our country today. Moreover, the author discusses about how democracy is still democratic. He states, “On the global stage, beyond the jurisdiction of sovereign governments, international instruments of trade and finance oversee a complex system of multilateral laws and agreements that have entrenched a system of appropriation that puts colonialism to shame.”
 Moreover, the author discusses how the War in Iraq is considered to be an illegal invasion by Americans, and that the Iraqi resistance is a battle that is our battling against ourselves. All of these factors are largely seen to contribute to the term globalization and its relationship to terrorism. 
Both authors would view globalism and terrorism as the main problem why inequality and unemployment rate is high in America today. In addition, the two authors would believe that the War on Terrorism has drastically changed the way how we defined globalization in our society today. I believe that thinking about international security and the war on terrorism will in fact continue to evolve and that it is not a singular phenomenon despite the particular images individuals might have in their minds. In other words, I feel that the War of Terrorism is now an issue of globalization rather than just military, political, legal and ideological forces.
One big example of how War on Terrorism relates to globalization is vast increase of U.S. military budget that we face each year. 
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