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React to being a teacher. Focus on the students and their growth, or on yourself and your growth, or both.
There are many words or phrases that I would like to describe myself as a teacher; but no word or phrase can better describe me than the word ‘industrious’. I consider my teaching style to be a very enthusiastic and industrious because I believe that UC Irvine is a place where education should serve as a means to an end, the end being enriching and empowering others to succeed in life.

During the last four years, UCI has provided me an opportunity to experience the richest expressions of both mind and soul. As a returning member of the University Studies Discussion Leader program this winter quarter 2009, I have had the honored privilege once again to provide incoming students a better self-awareness of their identity and serve as an encouraging role model, which instilled within me the very essence of leadership through the practice of teamwork, collaboration, and accountability in the field of education today.
Looking back at this winter quarter, I have definitely improved my teaching and communicative skills, particularly public speaking. Through consistent and persistent, I have been taught my students with great ease and comfort the necessary components for them to succeed here at UCI. In addition, I strongly believe that being a Discussion Leader this winter quarter was three times easier to teach than last fall quarter because I felt that my students were more engaged in learning about the different majors and minors offered at UCI. Moreover, I believe that my students were more open to share their thoughts to other students as well as comfortable to communicate in front of the class during the Campus Resource Presentation and Career Pathways Project. In other words, I believe that my students were more eager and humble to take risks and to go outside their comfort zone compared to last fall quarter.
After carefully reflecting back at both fall and winter quarter University Studies Discussion Leader experiences, I believe the class structure this winter quarter was far much better and fun than last fall quarter. One aspect that I liked the most this quarter was the opportunity for us Discussion Leaders to lead and share our academic experiences during lecture in regards to the School of Humanities and the School of Social Ecology during Week 4. I felt that informing the students about our own perspective within both schools have definitely helped the students to understand why they should consider one of the majors or minors within either school. In addition, I believe that allowing us to lead a lecture have made the students pay attention to class more frequently than having them listen to a power point explaining each school and major. Another component that I enjoyed similar to last fall quarter was the balloon exercise where the students had to balance their college life with all other extracurricular activities and social life at UCI. Moreover, I really liked when you invited the Chemistry Club to come out and demonstrate to the students about why the students should take a course in Chemistry as well as what the Chemistry Club can offer the students here at UC Irvine.
One aspect that I felt could be changed for next academic year for this course was the need for more social interaction and group participation with our students during lecture. I rarely have had the opportunity to interact much with the students during lecture. I believe that this can be adjusted by allowing us five minutes during lecture for our Discussion Leaders to interact with the students by recapping them about what they have learned in the readings or what kind of questions they have regarding a particular homework assignment or project. I believe that this can happen by giving us time before class or after class ends to interact with the students on what they have learned in lecture or what they have thought about the given topic or field during lecture.
The opportunity to serve as a University Studies Discussion Leader once again this winter quarter has definitely revealed my own personal strengths and weaknesses as well as the challenges that I must face as a future teacher for WorldTeach this fall 2009 in China or Costa Rica. One of them in particular was the values of respect. I believe that the importance to maintaining success requires the very essence of respect. During the past five years, I have been able to show compassion to my students through humility and morality as well as display a sense of unity to my discussion section this quarter at UCI. In addition, I have been able to recognize the importance of showing full respect to other student religion, sex, age, and gender in our diverse intellectual community today.
To act with respect requires the values of commitment and fun. In my discussion section, I believe that the values of commitment and fun possess three distinctive qualities: a) optimism, b) competence, and c) enthusiasm. By utilizing these three qualities into my discussion section, I have been able to effectively represent the values that I have displayed throughout my University Studies Discussion Leader experience here at UC Irvine.

The ability to effectively communicate the most profound thoughts and deepest emotions to others has given me a wonderful privilege and responsibility in being a University Studies Discussion Leader these past two quarters at UCI. I have been able to experience this great success by being industriousness and enthusiastic with the goals that I set out to achieve weekly as an undergraduate student.  I believe that possessing the traits of respect, commitment, and fun throughout the University Studies Discussion Leader program have significantly contributed to my great passion in learning, teaching, and research as an student here at UC Irvine.
In the future, I hope to join Teach For America after my experiences with WorldTeach to help eliminate educational equity in a low community area for two years and become a leader in educational equality. Afterwards, I aspire to attend law school and become an advocate and a lecturer in environmental law. Moreover, I desire to travel to Third World countries such as Africa or Russia to volunteer in a non-governmental organization and become a public servant through various English teaching programs in villages that seek to obtain higher education in this new century today.

Thanks Evan, Kim, and Ann for a wonderful job running this University Studies Discussion Leader this winter quarter. Have a wonderful Spring Break!
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