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React to being a teacher. Focus on the students and their growth, or on yourself and your growth, or both.
Envision. Articulate. Implement. And serve. These are the four main leadership characteristics and traits that I feel I have developed overtime throughout my experience as a University Studies Discussion Leader this fall quarter.
Over the last ten weeks, I have had the amazing opportunity to work with 15 miraculous students whom I believe will be excellent candidate to become future leaders on our campus next year. The ability to invest in the youth culture and see them develop into their full potentials is a rarity amongst many undergraduate students. I strongly believe that this program has not only shaped the way how I view the world of teaching but also how I execute my daily goals, visions, and morals here at UC Irvine. The opportunity to serve as an encouraging role model within a University Studies Discussion Leader program has significantly shown to me the importance of teamwork, accountability, and collaboration with other students and faculties at UC Irvine.
As a current fifth year undergraduate, I believe that I have set myself apart from the world this year by completing my daily tasks in a unique and professional matter through consistent persistence and dedication.  Looking back at the entire course, I am utterly amazed by the myriad and comprehensive achievements I and my students have made over the last ten weeks. Having recently taught English abroad two summers ago in China, the opportunity to facilitate a class this quarter at UCI has helped me develop my own personal code of ethics which would prepare me to become an effective and efficient leader after graduating at the University of California, Irvine. I believe that this program has drastically helped me clarify my strengths and weakness as a leader as well as prepared me with the necessary skills and knowledge needed to become a successful and proficient English teach in Japan next fall 2009.

Through the use cooperative learning and constructivism, I believe that I have been able to encourage student participation and creativity in class as well as to develop an authentic community and trust amongst the students through icebreakers, group projects, and social outings. I believe that my students now feel more equipped than ever before to handle the rigorous courses offered here at UCI, to utilize the campus resources available on campus, and to succeed in challenging courses next academic year. In addition, I believe that my students have recognized how college is not the same as high school; that a student cannot perform the same level as they once did in high school to succeed in college. Moreover, I feel that all my students will be knowledgeable and capable to declare a major by the end of spring 2009.
One aspect that I have really enjoyed about being in University Studies 192 is the opportunity to interact and work with some of the top leaders here at UCI today. To see each individual grow academically to reach their full potential is something that I will truly miss experiencing as a Discussion Leader this quarter. By influencing each student in their academic and personal development, I have discovered a newly passion to teach English abroad after graduating at the University of California, Irvine. I have really enjoyed the wonderful opportunity to network with numerous students who share similar interest as I do as well as the opportunity to witness student growth and passion in learning through various classroom activities and discussions, which instilled within me the values of servant leadership
One aspect that I feel should be changed or improved for next year University Studies 2 – UCI Majors are the weekly lecture class structure. I believe that we as Discussion Leader should be the ones leading the lecture class and sharing to the freshman students why the individual should consider this or that major at UCI. Most students would find the lecture more engaging to listen to if undergraduate students had host weekly panels where students could ask questions about why the person decided to go into that major or school of choosing. Moreover, students would relate better with other students because they are more self-motivated and engaging unlike Professors or Deans. In addition to the lecture structure, I believe that there should be at least a 5-10 minutes discussion time before lecture ends to discuss about what students have learned from today’s guest speaker or student panel. By incorporating discussion time during lecture, we as Discussion Leader are encouraging active learning amongst the students in class as well as building trust amongst our discussion section through group interaction needed for success in college. In other words, having at least a five minute discussion time before each lecture ends would force students to listen to the guest speaker or student panel as well as encourage students to not fall asleep during our weekly lecture.
But in short, I believe that the amount of detailed preparation, diligent planning and regular attendance through this seminar organized by the wonderful Division of Undergraduate Education has unquestionably acquit myself with the disciplined tools needed for success in any field after college. I believe that being a University Studies Discussion Leader will certainly bring a quality of substance and integrity to the Japan Exchange and Teaching Program that I expect to participate next fall 2009. In the future, I aspire to attend law school to study Environmental Law or International Law and work for a non-governmental organization in Third World countries. The lessons that I had learned through the University Studies program is one that I desire to apply throughout my experience after college: one of strength, spirit, and, ultimately, the value of peace. 
Thanks Kimberly, Norma, Evan, Christina, and Heather for all the hard work you have done for us this quarter. Wishing you and all the Division of Undergraduate Education a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
3

