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“Prehistory and Chinese Rule” by Joseph Buttinger

Week 2 – Required Reading

Where do people come from? In the article, “Prehistory and Chinese Rule,” Joseph Buttinger writes how many scholars have believed that the Vietnamese people were viewed as descendents of the Viets throughout China (Buttinger 21). He outlines how one of the tribes of the Viet founded the Red River delta, a river that flows from Southwestern China to northern Vietnam. The author, known to be a Nazi fighter and Vietnam scholar, describes throughout the article how several historical events in Southeast Asia have led to the formation of Vietnam. These formations, however, were mainly assumed by scholars or what the author entails as ‘fragmentary’ or ‘hypothetical’ (Buttinger 24). 

Buttinger begins by describing how the Austronesians had two distinctive groups: 1) Mon-Khmer and 2) Malayo-Polynesian people (Buttinger 22). He believes that the Mon-Khmer had inhibited Cambodia and Thailand way back ago while the Malayo-Polynesian had inhibited Central Vietnam and some part of South Vietnam (Buttinger 23). Buttinger demonstrates throughout the article how the Vietnamese language contained many Mon-Khmer and Thai elements. In other words, Buttinger feels that the Mon-Khmer language had largely contributed to the many basic words and formation of the Vietnamese language (Buttinger 24). Moreover, the author believes that both Thai and Chinese were large influenced by the grammatical elements of the Vietnamese language today (Buttinger 24).

Buttinger illustrates his point by showing that many racial and cultural fusions occurred during pre-historic time before the Chinese had ruled (Bittinger 25). He then discusses how Vietnamese civilization was shaped by Vietnam’s power of the north. Moreover, the author describes about a legend named De Minh, who shaped the history of the Vietnamese people and was known to be a divine Chinese ruler who founded the Chinese agriculture (Buttinger 26). Several other legends, such as the Lac Long Quan, Au Co, and Hung Vuong also contributed to the legends of Vietnam according to the Buttinger (Buttinger 27). In total, the Hong Bang dynasty had eighteen kings total (Buttinger 27).

I find this article to be very interesting because I did not know that racial diversity has always been a huge conflict in Southeast Asia, particularly the Vietnamese (Buttinger 22). The most interesting part of the article was when Buttinger described how Nam Viet came into existence by Trieu Da (Buttinger 28). Da, a Chinese emperor, ruled over several non-Chinese states for about 100 years with the help of several royal delegates in which Au Lac was divided (Buttinger 28). Nam Viet, which was founded in 202 B.C., allowed Da and his successors to acquire ninety years of diplomatic and military battles (Buttinger 28).

The result of this led to the formation of Funan and Champa, both of which resulted from Indochina (Buttinger 29). Funan, founded during the first century A.D., was viewed to be a powerful state that covered the entire Mekong delta in Cambodia. Champa, on the other hand, was founded in 192 A.D. and lacked cultivable land in order for them to develop their agriculture (Buttinger 30). Champa was well known to be evil because they would normally attack trading ships. They were, in other words, viewed to be a highly developed civilization unlike Funan at that time. According to the author, Funan had disappeared during the sixth century A.D. and had no direct contact with the Vietnamese (Buttinger 30). I find the article to be surprising because Champa lasted 1,000 years longer than Funan despite how they had dominated Indochina for several centuries.

Moreover, I find this article to be very interesting because the author provides a very good insight to the historical background of Cambodia and Vietnam. After reading this article, I am amaze by how the relationship between Vietnam and China has intertwined with each other.  Moreover, I am surprise that the Chinese never had controlled the Vietnamese people.  One aspect that I learned from the article is how the people of northern Vietnam were first invaded by the first major Chinese emperor. To be invaded by the first major Chinese emperor must have been very difficult for the Vietnamese people. This article really challenged me to explore more about the how Vietnam became dominated by China over the last 1,000 years.

“Authority and Legitimacy in 11th Century Vietnam” by Keith Weller Taylor

Week 3 – Required Reading

In the article, “Authority and Legitimacy in 11th Century Vietnam,” Keith Weller Taylor writes about how the Ly Dynasty is a centralized bureaucratic state that has utilized both temporal leadership and religious leadership to develop the Viet national identity, or what the author calls as “Ly dynasty religion” (Taylor 95). The Ly Dynasty, which began in 1009 by Ly Thai To, had numerous Ly kings because the authority believed in them, or that they were temporal. Two Japanese scholars, Minoru Katakura and Yumino Sakurai argued that the Ly Dynasty, founded by Van Hanh, was seen as a local dynasty started by the traditions and independence of villages (Taylor 139). Sakurai writes in the article that the Ly Dynasty “was not a centralized government; it was the only leader of a confederated state of local native power” (Taylor 140). Taylor, a Professor of Vietnamese Studies at Cornell University, outlines how during the Ly Dynasty, there were a sacred kingship, authority and legitimacy shared with other Southeast Asian people that have largely affected the 11th century Vietnamese historical experience.
I find this article to be very interesting because I did not ever know that there was another dynasty that controlled the capital of the Vietnamese people. Taylor wanted to convey that Sakurai belief of the Ly Dynasty religion was considered to be a process of “self-discovery” (Taylor 143). He describes that the Ly Dynasty religion was both ‘experimental’ and ‘non-exclusive’ because Taylor saw that the Ly kings had the ability to carry royal tradition as a way to legitimize their authority and protect the new spirits (Taylor 149). Moreover, the author displays how the Ly kings wrere neither men nor Gods; rather, they were people who possessed supernatural powers and historical memory to protect the spirits of the realm (Taylor 143). 
The author writes this to inform us that the Ly Dynasty main purpose was to promote Buddhism in Vietnam because Buddhist in the 11th century were beginning to have a large acceptance in the world of indigenous spirits during that era (Taylor 161). Taylor wanted to demonstrate to the reader that Buddhist monks and Taoist priests all have made a large contribution in the 11th century at Vietnam. He elaborates this contribution by describing a man called “Quoc Su,” who had a derogatory meaning in the eyes of the Chinese. Quoc Su, which translated as the ‘state preceptor,’ was responsible to educate the crown prince in the Buddhist region (Taylor 152). Another man, named Thai Su, was also mentioned because Taylor saw him as one of the most important position at the Ly court in the 11th century. The author depicted him as a noble man because he was responsible to educate the crown prince of the Chinese classics and history (Taylor 153). Both, according to Taylor, were devoted Buddhist who promoted Buddhism in Vietnam.
Both of these people reminded me of Vien Chieu in the article, where Taylor outlines how he possessed four key characteristics about his figure: 1) he was a member of the royal clan, 2) he was part of the Ly Dynasty, 3) he was a scholar, and 4) he belonged to the Vo Ngon Thong of Vietnamese Thien Buddhism (Taylor 145). I find it very interesting that Chieu would eventually burn himself to death in 1034 to produce relics for the kings as a devoted Buddhist (Taylor 148). 
This article by Taylor has definitely enhanced my understanding of the Ly Dynasty in the 11th century because I now have some prior knowledge and experience of what had occurred over the last 216 years during that era. Moreover, the article has allowed me to understand more on how Buddhism and religion are interrelated with each other in Vietnam. Before coming to this class, I did not know that Vietnam or the Ly Emperors were devoted Buddhist; rather, I thought they were devoted to Confucianism throughout the eleventh century. To finally come to a realization that they were Buddhist makes me want to study more about Buddhism because I as a student at UC Irvine do not know anything about the religion Buddhism. The article has definitely encouraged me to learn more about the religious significance behind Buddhism as well as the historical background of Buddhist people in Vietnam today.
“Female Roles in Pre-Colonial Southeast Asia” by Anthony Reid

Week 4 – Required Reading
It is known today that Muslim population in Indonesia and Malaysian are two of top Southeast Asia countries to have a divorce rate high of 50% throughout the 20th century (Reid 631). In the article, “Female Roles in Pre-Colonial Southeast Asia,” Anthony Reid describes how several men in Southeast Asia are considered to be married to more than one wife or women, or have more than one family during their lifetime. Reid, a Professor and Director of the Center for Southeast Asian Studies at the University of California Los Angeles, outlines in the article several key characteristics that defines the female roles of Southeast Asia during the Pre-Colonial era. He illustrates this idea by dividing these key traits into sub-categories: marriage, trade, diplomacy, warriors, literature and the arts.

In most Southeast Asia marriages, particularly the Philippines and Thailand, couples would not normally last very long because many men are married to several women. The author illustrates how many women in the Philippines and Thailand would divorce their men during their lifetime and then later remarry again without the fear of shame and punishment (Reid 630). In addition, Reid demonstrates that women are normally required in Southeast Asia to pay the husband money if he is dissatisfied with the wife in any way. I find marriage in Southeast Asia to be very interesting because I did not know most men had more than one wives. The idea for men to have several women in their lifetime must be hard for the female because the women would not see their husband often as the men would be in different families at various times.
I also find Reid idea that women are frequently viewed as negotiators or witnesses to be very true (Reid 636). According to the author, he demonstrates how women are normally dominated in the trade and market field over the men because women are expected to show more commercially shrewd and thrifty than the men (Reid 634). Moreover, Reid illustrates how women are the ones who take charge of trade, and that they are the ones who negotiate, buy and sell to other people. (Reid 635). 
Reid section about women roles in literature and the arts is worth noting because I never knew that the arts were major roles for women in the Philippines, particularly in the 11th century. The author explains how Cebu Magellen and Banten had several talented women who did orchestra, juggling, and acting (Reid 638). Moreover, he outlines that the female singer is continued to be one of the most significant figures in the Javanese tradition, especially storytellers, dancers, and writers in Southeast Asia (Reid 638). Although many of the well-known writers are anonymous, the Philippines had numerous renowned poets in Hanoi and Surakata. According to Reid, the most famous poem in the 11th century is called Lilit Phra Lo which describes two women who seek to lure male hero into a palace (Reid 639).
This article is very interesting because I did not know that women in Southeast Asia are the ones who primary control and dictate marriage, trade, diplomacy, warriors, literature and the arts. In our culture today and throughout America history, men are the ones who are viewed as the dominant figure over women. But in the Philippines, women are the ones who had the primary power and control over the male who ran most of the family unit, businesses and other governmental agencies during that time.
Throughout the article, I believe that Reid is trying to convey to the audience that women in the Philippines have always been more satisfied to be the ones who have more roles and duties than the male figure. Moreover, I believe that the author wants us to know that even though the husband in Southeast Asia are married to more than one wives, family is still part of the main roles for women in their society and that they take great pride of all the members who are part of their lives. In other words, I feel that Reid’s main message is to inform us that women in the Philippines are described as strong and courageous over the male figure throughout the Pre-Colonial era.

“Vietnamese Anticolonialism, 1885-1925” by David G. Marr
Week 4 – Required Reading
What does it mean to be Vietnamese in the nineteenth century? In the article, “Vietnamese Anticolonialism, 1885-1925,” David G. Marr writes about two main people who had dominated Vietnam in1885-1925: Phan Boi Chau and Phan Chu Trinh. Marr, an Emeritus Professor at the Australian National University, describes how both of these people had similar goals and interests, which was to drive the French out of the country. 
He begins by writing in the Introduction of the article how Vietnam had a proud tradition and political heritage in their country and how they refused to give in to the French imperialist system when they invaded Vietnam around the 1900. Although Vietnam struggled to handle the French imperialist, Marr believed that this event had changed the world view and tactics of the Vietnamese anti-colonialist (Marr 4). Moreover, he further elaborates how economic transformation was needed in order to balance the anti-colonialist activities in the1920s, particularly the nature of the Vietnamese identity. The author describes a man name Ngo Si Lien, a 15th century Vietnamese historian who believed that the Viet people started at Shen-nung in China (Marr 9). Moreover, he further discusses about the first century, where immediately following Wang Mong, a large amount of Chinese fled to the Red River delta (Marr 10). 
I find this article to be very interesting because the author writes about how tattoos back in the early Ly and Tran dynasty were viewed to be unacceptable in the body and within the army (Marr 11). He describes that the manners of the Chung Sung dynasty were adapted to the court, and that the Vietnamese were able to secure data and other important matters (Marr 11). The author outlines that Dao was one of greatest Vietnam’s strategist because he had numerous officers that have been brought up by the military tradition (Marr 12).

I find Marr’s work to be very scholarly because he questions and challenges the notion of anti-colonial movement as well as the Vietnamese history throughout his article. I believe that Marr’s article is very vibrant and alive because it relates to our American culture today in regards to thinking, spirit, and debates. In other words, I believe that Marr’s article is a great example of patriotism, spirit of self-sacrifice, dignity, and eloquence.
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