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“Prince Norodom Sihanouk of Cambodia” by Roger M. Smith
Week 6 – Required Reading
Who is Prince Norodom Shianouk? In the article, “Prince Norodom Sihanouk of Cambodia,” Roger M. Smith writes throughout his research the life of Prince Norodom Sihanouk, a Cambodian nationalist and political leader who secured Cambodia's independence from French colonial rule and protected his country from other Great Power rivalries (Smith 352). According to the author, Smith describes Sihanouk as a great leader and chief diplomat as well as a political thinker who works under the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of the Cambodia government (Smith 352). Smith, an Assistant Professor in Political Science at the University of Michigan, discusses how Sihanouk is a very talented and gifted individual because he is highly regarded to be an accomplished composer and jazz musician as well as an actor, producer, and writer of three renowned Cambodian publications (Smith 353). He also illustrates how Sihanouk is an athletic man who plays and leads volleyball, basketball, and water ski tournaments (Smith 354). 
In the beginning of the article, Smith writes about how Prince Sihanouk is a type of political leader who knows how to solve the most complex issues and problems that arouse in Cambodia (Smith 355). During the French invasion, Smith believes that Sihanouk had utilized negotiation rather than armed forces to remove the French army off Cambodian soil (Smith 355). A Faculty of Law quoted Sihanouk from the University of Paris as "a man who for the past 23 years has been in politics without ever having learned its sciences” (Smith 355). The author believes that Sihanouk goal as a leader is to form national unity in Cambodia which he believes is essential for a modern nation to succeed during that time. In other words, Sihanouk believes that it is necessary to revolutionize the monarchy and link the people to conservatism and social and economic reform (Smith 355).
The author further elaborates in the article about a term called the “direct democracy.” Sihanouk, who founded the Sangkum Reastr Niyum, believes that the direct democracy has helped to educate the public about Cambodia’s social and economic problems between the government and the people. The author emphasized that Sangkum Reastr Niyum main’s purpose is to create and maintain national unity in their society as well as set up a common meeting room for all Cambodians (Smith 356). In addition to the Sangkum, Smith also elaborates how Sihanouk utilizes the role of Buddhism as form national unity amongst people in Cambodia. The author believes that Buddhism helps tie down people with their historic past as well as instill a sense of brotherhood, self-help, and self-sacrifice to the people in Cambodia (Smith 359). Smith believes that Buddhism has allowed Cambodia to seek national unity based on socialism as well as fight against social injustice during his time (Smith 359).
I find this article to be very interesting because I have neither met nor ever read about a political leader who is both active in politics and in the world of the performing arts. The most fascinating part to read in this article is when Smith describes Sihanouk as a superb actor. He states that Sihanouk “knows how to seize dramatic opportunities he can evoke and maintain in his audience an attitude of breathless attention and expectation” (Smith 357). To know that Sihanouk is a successful man who entertained his people in Cambodia with great joy, affection, and reverence reminded me of United States President elect Barack Obama when he gave his entertaining inauguration speech with great conviction and passion earlier this year. Both Sihanouk and Obama have similar personal leadership styles that I feel should be noted when discussing about the two leaders
After review this article, Smith has definitely enhanced my understanding about Sihanouk political and person life in Cambodia. Before reading this article, I have not studied much about Sihanouk political and cultural life, but to finally recognize his passion to inspire nationalism into his country makes me want to study more about his personal life as a leader. Unlike many other great leaders in Cambodia, I find that Sihanouk to be completely different and special from other leaders like Trieu Da or Van Hanh because he possesses a unique vision and talents that very few leaders can acquire during his lifetime.  
“Women in the Communist Revolution in Vietnam” by William S. Turley
Week 7 – Required Reading
Are women equally treated the same as man in Vietnam? In the article, “Women in the Communist Revolution in Vietnam,” William S. Turley writes that the Lao Dong Party of Vietnam, or also known as the Communist Party of Vietnam should have had should equality and freedom to all women and sexes in the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV). Turley, a Professor of Political Science at Southern Illinois University Carbondale and the author of The Second Indochina War, discusses how women’s role in Northern Vietnam has dramatically changed traditional social relationship and new values to the communist revolution party. 

Turley begins the article by describing how women in traditional Vietnamese society enjoyed great equality and respect than their sisters in China (Turley 793). He believes that Vietnamese women back then had very few social or political roles in their society and are normally restricted in exercising powers to specific social groups or members. The author explains this example from his novel called Quoc Ngu by Hoang ngoc Phach, where he discusses about a Vietnamese women’s experience that died from being socially and physically entrapped in an unjust world. Through the book, many other authors in Vietnam decided to write such experience in order to inform the public that a national movement must occur to allow women to have more freedom of opportunities like the men had during that time in Vietnam (Turley 794).
Turley later discusses about the party doctrine on women and the resistance of the colonial rule in Vietnam (Turley 795). The author first describes a term called "bourgeois democratic feminism.” The main purpose of the bourgeois democratic feminism is to reduce the cause of the inequality of the sexes (Turley 795). Turley further mentions the difference between upper class women and lower class women in Vietnam. The author believes that the upper class women are more restricted and subservient because they are more deeply influenced by Confucianism while the lower class women are more aware of the difference between colonialism and their oppression (Turley 796). 
The author elaborates how women are best described as the most oppressed element in Vietnamese society because they are expected to be very receptive to the Party’s egalitarian doctrine. According to The Women's Union for Emancipation, they viewed women as the "most persecuted element in society” (Turley 796). Turley believes that in order for women to become more proletariat, they must abolish all religious and ethical customs as well as take over the male roles and tasks in their society. Otherwise, he believes that all women would fail to take over positions of power during the Resistance would never have a chance to achieve high rank status in the Party (Turley 796).
Turley lastly outlines how back then women in Vietnam are run through a mixture of old Confucian ethics and contradictory legal codes that have limited and restricted several Vietnamese women to be successful in their future. Unlike from the past, today women are now well protected from a legal perspective and are enjoying full and equal rights with men under the 1946 Constitution (Turley 798). One example is marriage. Turley illustrates that men and women in Vietnam have now an equal right to pursue an occupation they desire and use or own a property before and after marriage. The main purpose of the Constitution is to promote equality of all sexes, to destroy all remnants of feudalism, and to bring happiness to democratic and egalitarian families (Turley 798).
I find this article to be very informative because I actually once had thought that women actually had more power over men in Vietnam during that time. To finally find out that this is not the case is very surprising yet interesting. I believe that the author wrote this article to educate and inform the public about how women back then should have not been treated unequally from the male counterparts. I believe that Turley main purpose of the article is to allow scholarly readers as well as researchers to understand that Vietnamese men would always no matter what be treated more equally than women. In addition, I believe the author intended us to know that women in Vietnam will continue to fight to have equal rights because they know that being aggressive is the best way to revolutionize the social roles of the sexes in Vietnam today. Turley’s article seems to be challenging other popular beliefs that women are actually very equal to men. However, the author wanted contradict this claim both explicitly and implicitly that women in Vietnam would never treated the same as men despite new Constitutional laws and regulations that prevents the two from segregating each other.
“The Cambodian Tuol Sleng Museum of Genocidal Crimes: National Narrative” by Judy Ledgerwood

Week 8 – Required Reading
It is known today that more than 1.5 million people have been murdered during the Khmer Rouge era. In the article, “The Cambodian Tuol Sleng Museum of Genocidal Crimes: National Narrative,” Judy Ledgerwood writes throughout the article about Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum existence as a prison during the Khmer Rouge, where more than ten thousand people have been executed by the S-21 leaders. Ledgerwood, an Associate Professor and Department Chair at the Northern Illinois University, writes about biographies of nations by comparing the differences between the master narrative of the state - the story told in the museum of "genocidal crimes"- and the popular narrative of the "Standard Total View” (Ledgerwood 82). She believes that the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum creates a sense of national identity to the Cambodians because they generally accept the story of the museum as true to their experience, and that the museum itself provides an explanation or a gateway for the ‘inexplicable.’
The author begins her article by describing the historical significance behind the Tuol Sleng Museum. Before the museum had opened, Tuol Sleng happened to be a high school called Tuol Svay Prey at Phnom Penh, also known as ‘S-21’ which translates to “called to study” (Ledgerwood 83), The author describes ‘S-21’ as a place where they held people who are being accused of betraying the Cambodian revolution. Many of the people murdered at the site are people who happened to be innocent and are not suspect of committing any crimes or wrong doings. According to the author, Tuol Sleng Museum main purpose of torturing innocent people is to not only force the prisoners to confess their guilt, but to name their co-conspirators. Ledgerwood believes that an estimated 17,000 people have been tortured and executed at the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum (Ledgerwood 86).
Ledgerwood later discusses about a man name Michael Vickery who wrote a book called Cambodia 1975 – 1982. Ledgerwood, who studies the ideas of cultural identity and the Khmer refugee communities in the United States, believes that Vickery saw the Khmer Rouge or the Democratic Kampuchea period as "false," or in fact a narrative that is totally untrue (Ledgerwood 82). Vickery believes that the number of people who died at the Tuol Sleng Museum is less than half of the actual number of deaths. Moreover, Vickery believes that the journalist who reported the number of deaths had in fact made up a number for sensational pleasure or joy (Ledgerwood 93). 
Despite the claims Vickery conveyed, Ledgerwood describes that more than 320,241 visitors - 11,000 foreigners and 309,000 Khmer – visited the museum in 1980 when the museum decided to be open to the public on July 13, 1980 (Ledgerwood 87). The museum, however, opened with great controversies. After Ledgerwood visited the museum during the 1980s, Ledgerwood outlines that the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum may have been remolded into a "holocaust" site (Ledgerwood 89). In other words, the author believes that Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum standing today may have not been the actual ‘S-21’ prison site where thousands of people were executed according to French sociologist Serge Thion. Additionally, the author believes that the artifacts in the museum may not be authentically “Khmer” or real (Ledgerwood 89). Ledgerwood also believes that the map of the skulls may be unrealistic according to an interview with Mai Lam.

Aside from all the many controversies, I find this article to be very fascinating because I remember one of my older Cambodian friend’s from Long Beach, California told me that he had a long time relative that was murdered at the Tuol Sleng Museum during the Khmer Rouge era. My friend said that he was murdered because he did not obey or comply with a rule or order that was given by one of the leaders in the Tuol Sleng Museum. After reading this article, I believe that Ledgerwood writes this article to inform the public about the history of Tuol Sleng Museum and to educate us about the historical past events at Phnom Penh. By looking at The Tuol Sleng Museum photos portrayed in the article, the museum reminded me of a terrorist group called Revolutionary Armed Forces of Columbia (FARC), where Ingrid Betancourt, a Nobel Peace Prize nominee, was captured and hold by Colombian security for more than six and half years before being rescued by Operation Jaque. Like the Tuol Sleng Museum where people were executed for betraying the Cambodian revolution, the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Columbia also kidnapped and tortured numerous people in their behalf, including three Americans. 
Overall, I find Ledgerwood article to be a very important for all history scholars to learn, read, and study about. Ledgerwood article has really instilled me a desire to visit and study more about the history of Cambodia and to take a visit at the Tuol Sleng Museum of Genocidal Museum if I desire to visit Cambodia in the future.
“Recombinant History: Transnational Practices of Memory and Knowledge Production in Contemporary Vietnam” by Christina Schwenkel

Week 9 – Required Reading
Is tourism the key answer Vietnam needs to strengthen its economic? In the article, “Recombinant History: Transnational Practices of Memory and Knowledge Production in Contemporary Vietnam,” Christina Schwenkel writes about her own personal experiences in Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon) during the time when she remembered seeing Tanks from the People’s Army of Vietnam came crashing through the gates on April 30, 1975 during the 25th anniversary of the Vietnam war (Schwenkel 4). Schwenkel, an Assistant Professor at the University of California Riverside, writes about the “American War” in Vietnam in relations to how tourism, U.S. veterans, domestic visitors, and guides must diversify the knowledge, memory, and meaning of that to historical representation in new distinctive ways (Schwenkel 4). Schwenkel believes that transnationalism, visual culture, and historical memory must be interrelated with one another for us to further understand how there can be a recombinant history in contemporary Vietnam.
Throughout the article, Schwenkel begins to examine the interrelationship between “the past” and “the future” in Vietnam to allow the reader to further understand the historical background of Vietnam (Schwenkel 5). Schwenkel, who received a PhD at the University of California Irvine, begins her article by explaining that tourism is one of the best strategies to boost up the socio-economic and political status in Vietnam. The author additionally believes that being a tourist in Vietnam allows an individual to see, experience, and understand in reality the mass destruction and violence that has continually to occur in our modern era today. She later discusses how the sites, objects, and imaginaries in which are associated to the war has made Vietnam past into a public sphere with capitalist values (Schwenkel 5). Moreover, the author believes that socio-economic reforms and global movements have engendered social spaces for transnational actors to engage in practices of memory (Schwenkel 7).

Later in the article, Schwenkel would define a term called ‘recombinant history.’ The recombinant history is a term that emphasizes the interweaving of transnational memories, knowledge formations, and logics of representation (Schwenkel 6). The author further discusses about the differences between the “Vietnam War” portrayed in U.S. history, and the “American War,” represented as a struggle against imperialism in Vietnamese history (Schwenkel 9). 








I find Schwenkel article to be very scholarly and interesting because she believes that historical memory must be shifted into a new and complex ways in order for other actors and agents with memory to produce what the author defines as a recombinant history. According to the author, she believes that the concept of a recombinant history provides any society a framework for knowledge and memory based on processes of encounter and contestation (Schwenkel 21). In addition, Schwenkel strongly believes that the concept of recombinant history allows us to give way to several nations and states as well as allow a space for historical practices that may lead to a bounded national history (Schwenkel 21). Although I must say that I do not fully understand what the recombinant history employs, I believe that Schwenkel wanted to convey the importance of transnational tourism because transnational tourism can bring much needed foreign capital in Vietnam as well as strengthen the diplomatic relationship and reduce access to sites, materials, and knowledge about the war itself.
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